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her regarding the status and prayer needs of the Sisters 
and Brothers of the First Order.

We were honored 
and delighted to 
have our Minister 
Provincial, John 
Brockmann with 
us. He brought the 
artwork presenta-
tion of Chris Gollon's 
Stations of the Cross. 
Gollon was commis-

sioned to do this work by St. John's Anglican Church 
on Bethnal Green in East London. We were also blessed 
to have Heather Seaton with us, a very talented young 
woman from Virginia. Heather has composed music to 
go with some of the Stations. The artwork and music 
together made this presentation awesome and very 
moving. Hearing from John the history of the way the 
artist approached this work and how long it took made 
it even more meaningful.
We celebrated Yvonne Willie's 85th birthday on Satur-
day at lunch, although her real birthday was Sunday, 
with a surprise cake complete with candles, but not 85 
of them!
Everyone seemed to enjoy the addition of Taize music 

at the beginning and end of Compline. Almost every-
one participated in the services and we thank Linda 
Caraway and Heather Seaton for their musical contri-
bution at all the services.
It was so good to reconnect with familiar faces and to 
meet new ones. Several Associates were able to meet 
with us this year and we all agreed the weekend went 
by far too quickly. Franciscan family reunions are 
always special and the SE Convocation family reunion 
was one that will be bread for the journey until we 
meet again.

Southeast Convocation 2012: (May 4-6 
in Atlanta GA)
Julie Goodin
The Wolf of Gubbio Fellowship hosted the event, and 
we had a wonderful Convocation even if it was bit-
tersweet. We were all saddened by the death of our 
beloved brother David Nard just one week earlier, but 
we could also rejoice that he was no longer suffering 
and was with his Lord and Savior, Francis, Clare and 
all the  Third Order saints. We held a short memorial 
service for him at 4pm on Saturday, the exact time of 
his funeral service in Asheville, NC. Our thoughts and 
prayers were very much with David's family, friends, 
co-workers and fellow congregants at All Soul's Cathe-
dral.

             

Sister Jean, SSF was our visitor and presenter; we can't 
thank her enough for traveling from California to be 
with us. Her meditations on Creation Spirituality gave 
us much food for thought and opened up avenues of 
discussion for everyone. It was also great to hear from 

Wolf of Gubbio Fellowship

(continued  on page  17)

process in the TSSF.) Meanwhile Jan, tenacious in her 
Yankee “I will do this...it IS God’s loving-will for me,” 
never lost sight of her goal. Transcending barriers and 
steadfast to the call, she was ordained priest in June 
1992 at, where else?, St. Francis Church, Willow Glen 
(San Jose). 
Jan saw the Common Life as key to following Christ, 
where human differences were harmonious parts of 
God’s stunning symphony; and she played her part of 
the symphony with orderly beauty, be it with her fam-
ily, TSSF, the church, or just out and about. She served 
the Order as Area Chaplain and formation counselor, 
and she travelled good distances to be in fellowship 
with other tertiaries, particularly by attending New 
Umbrian Fellowship meetings in San Francisco and 
Western Area Convocations at Bishop's Ranch. 
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The Little Way is a pamphlet of a diffuse but emerging Epis-
copal Christian Community in Durham, North Carolina, 
that seeks a life of prayer, study, simplicity, and fellowship 
with the poor. We stand in the tradition of the Catholic 
Worker Movement founded in 1933 by Peter Maurin and 
Dorothy Day. Our work currently consists of this publica-
tion and a small hospitality house feeding and sheltering 
three residents and drop-ins. Many of us pray Morning and 
Evening Prayer, and support a daily breakfast fellowship, 
at a local church, St. Joseph’s. Rent, food and utilities for 
the hospitality house are paid entirely on donations. Funds 
are always used directly for the performance of the Works of 
Mercy, and no one in the community draws any salary or 
other benefits.

Panhandling you, for God’s sake 
Colin Miller
There is a famous story told about St. Fran-cis, near 
the beginning of his conversion, in which he is ap-
proached by a beggar who asks him for money, as was 
customary, “for God’s sake.” At first, Francis turned 
away, despising the man. He was struck, however, in a 
fresh way, with the utterly mundane phrase “for God’s 
sake.” So, “led by penitence he began to say to himself 
that it was a great reproach and shame to deny the re-
quest of one asking in the name of so great a King. And 
then he settled it in his heart that he would, according 
to his power, never in the future deny anything to any 
one asking him for the sake of God.” 
Begging is a very Franciscan topic, and so I want to 
write about begging in the Christian life. But the fact 
that I want to write about begging is not disinterested. 
I came to the idea for this column from the fact that I 
know that I need to beg the readers of The Little Way 
for money. So let me ask, up front, to please send us 
some, and please give generously, to support the hos-
pitality house—for God’s sake. As I write this column, 
on May 15th, we have about $300 in our bank account. 
I still owe our graciously forbearing landlords the $995 
that was due May 1st. There will be electric and gas 
bills upcoming. There will be costs for the August 1st 
move, including a $900 pet deposit for our two dogs, 
Roscoe and Sammie, and Gray, the cat. And then we 
will have the $2400 monthly rent for the new place to 
take care of. And there are always unforeseen odds and 
ends, not least that I like to be able to give our residents 
a $10 or $20 spot from time to time to spend on them-
selves. We have freely received; we would like to freely 
give. 
I once asked one of my friends who does a lot of pan-
handling what he thought about public ordinances that 

banned the practice. 
He told me that they “need to get educated about 
panhandling.” After a pause he asked, “Who don’t 
panhandle?” My suspicion is he meant that begging is 
something inherent to what humans are always doing, 
and that in the last analysis, whatever kind of “beg-
ging” we do, it is not fundamentally different than 
what he does on the corner of 9th and Main when he 
asks people for their spare change. We are all beggars, 
in other words, and so to outlaw his practice and not 
yours is simply to strong-arm those who cannot do it in 
the “right” way. 
I think that begging is, in various different ways, an 
essential part of the gospel. Jesus seems to have talked 
about it a good deal. He said in the Sermon on the 
Mount that you should “give to whomever begs from 
you” (Mathew 5:42), and he encouraged us to “beg for 
what you need” (Luke 11:9-10). Indeed, in the prayer 
that makes up the center of our liturgical life, we beg 
God to “give us today our daily bread.” 
In greater depth in subsequent issues of The Little Way, 
I want to say something of what I see as the Gospel’s 
beggar-economy. I offer this as a conversation, and wel-
come others to tell me what you think, in the spirit of 
our founder Peter Maurin’s “clarification of thought.” 
Begging is a theme that forces us to rethink, and try to 
re-live, some of our most deeply held, and often uncon-
scious, convictions about ourselves. But, at the end of 
the day, I think the words we often say at the Offertory 
forms a base from which we might begin our consider-
ations: “All things come of thee, O Lord, and of Thine 
own have we given thee.” 
God will give us what we need for our new house 
when we need it; I have no anxieties about that. When 
I do have anxieties about that, it is good for me. Shar-
ing the precarious situation of the poor, even in this 
small way, as Dorothy Day wrote, is a council of the 
Gospel, because it brings us a taste of the poverty of 
Christ. Nevertheless, we have to beg. “Another miracle, 
please, St. Joseph.” And this miracle may involve 
sacrifice on your part. Please partner with us. We feel 
entitled to nothing, and yet hope for everything. 
Donations can be made in one-time gifts or in pledges, 
and checks can be sent and made out to “St. Joseph’s 
Episcopal Church Hospitality Fund” (1902 W Main St., 
Durham, NC, 27705). In-kind gifts are also welcome, 
and please simply contact the community to sort out 
the details. We are ever-grateful for our current bene-
factors, as well as for the prayers and good will of those 
who cannot contribute materially. 
Got any change, for God’s sake?+
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Falling Upward: A Spirituality for the Two 
Halves of Life by Richard Rohr: A Review
David Burgdorf
Some weeks ago, a friend very experienced in ministry 
mentioned that in all his 50+ work years, he had never 
failed at anything. Until now, that is. (His contract as 
an interim rector was not renewed when the parish 
needed to extend the interim.) Subsequently, a 76 year 
old retired university professor reported that church-
going had become suddenly painful for her- not help-
ful and mostly irritating. I invited both of these people 
to read Franciscan Fr. Richard Rohr’s newest book, and 
both were happily surprised to see how much he spoke 
to them.
Rohr’s principal argument derives from Dr. Carl Jung’s 
observation that in the middle of life for most people, a 
kind of trap door opens and we fall into the unfamiliar. 
We go from accumulating (competence, identity, family, 
security, sexuality and gender), accomplished mostly 
by efforts of ego, through the disorienting midlife 
passage to detachment with love from all that we had 
formerly accumulated, including our dear egos, and 
their need to control everything and everybody. That 
journey from accumulation to detachment is seldom 
easy (which is one reason why TSSF requires spiritual 
direction for all its members).Books sometimes offer 
spiritual direction too, and this is one that does gener-
ously.
Here is how Rohr distinguishes the two halves of life:

…the task of the first half of life is to create a proper 
container for one’s life and answer the first essential 
questions: “What makes me significant?” “How can I 
support myself?” and “Who will go with me?” The task 
of the second half of life is, quite simply, to find the actual 
contents that this container was meant to hold and deliver. 
As Mary Oliver puts it, “What is it you plan to do with 
your one wild and precious life?”

For Christians, Rohr shows how such a psychologi-
cal transition is very compatible with the principle of 
“dying to live.” Frequently using the life and words of 
Jesus as examples, Rohr demonstrates how “necessary 
suffering” is usually what ushers us from the first to 
the second half of life. While nobody likes the idea of 
failing, losing, being disappointed or victimized, Rohr 
invites us to reflect on the suffering itself as a means 
of breaking through the controls of ego to the place of 
wisdom, which realizes there is often no control to be 
taken. This is the “further journey.”
To get there, he says: “Discharging your loyal soldier 
will be necessary to finding authentic inner authority, 
or what Jeremiah promised as ‘the law written in your 
heart’ (31:31)” This figure of “your loyal soldier” he 

sets up as that mishmash of godly sounding admoni-
tions we’ve all heard and tried to be loyal to whether 
from our eighth grade teacher who “highly recom-
mended…,” or from a parent, some selected text of 
scripture or even the infallible Republican/Democratic 
Party. It’s got to go, says Rohr, along with their quick 
and easy (though untrue) answers to life’s quandaries. 
Jesus did not seem to teach that one size fits all, but 
instead that his God adjusts to the vagaries and failures 
of the moment. This ability to adjust to human disorder 
and failure is named God’s providence and compas-
sion. Every time God forgives us, God is saying that God’s 
own rules do not matter as much as the relationship that God 
wants to create with us.
When you are young, you define yourself by differenti-
ating yourself; now you look for the things we all share 
in common. You find happiness in alikeness, which has 
become much more obvious to you now; and you do 
not need to dwell on the differences between people or 
exaggerate the problems. Creating dramas has become 
boring.
 With just a few of these quotes, perhaps you can see 
how my two older friends, recoiling from their per-
ceived failure and dryness, found much to like in Fr. 
Rohr’s book. As one who can rattle off many of my 
own “disappointments and failures which lead us to 
acknowledge our dependence on you alone,” (BCP, 
p. 836), and having met many in TSSF who are in the 
same boat, my hope is that we can be present with 
Rohr’s wisdom to meet and welcome those who have 
ample containers for their lives but not much content 
yet. I’ll close with a glimpse he gives us of that content:

This mystery has been called the conspiracy (“co-
breathing”) of God, and is still one of the most profound 
ways to understand what is happening between God and 
the soul. True spirituality is always a deep “co-operating” 
(Romans 8.28) between the two. True spirituality is a kind 
of synergy in which both parties give and both parties 
receive to create one shared truth and joy.

In Remembrance: Katherine George
Carol Nolan
Kathryn breathed her last 
breath on June 12.  Mother 
was home with her at 
the time and was read-
ing evening prayer to her 
from the prayer book.  This 
little family has lost a very 
important member.  It was 
truly a blessing that she 
went so fast. 
(more in next issue)
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An Enlightening Close Call or How 
I spent my February and March: A 
chapter in my life with lung cancer
 Paul Jakoboski (reprinted from the Troubadour 14 (1) 2012) 

 “Lord let me live until I die.” By that I mean 
I want to live , love, and serve fully until death 
comes. If that prayer is answered, how long really 
doesn't matter. Sister Thea Bowman, African 
– American Franciscan (1937-1990)

I do not seek to grasp or fight for life; I do not fear 
death nor seek its solace. I am part of creation and I 
want to open wide the blinders on my vision. I want to 
remove the scales from my understanding as much as I 
can be open to, as much as grace will allow, or is given 
to me to understand.

Often, the breaths I take now I am conscious of taking. 
They are somewhat labored, shorter, gasping types, 
trying to play catch up, straining against tired chest 
muscles. I am grateful for these breaths as reminders of 
how fragile my (our) life is. They give me an awareness 
and perspective that I was not comfortable with before 
my last engagement with my lung cancer. Now I have a 
better balanced sense of acceptance of life's terms both 
in relationship to creation and in right relationship to 
my own life.

To give a better picture of the story of the past six 
months, let me fill in some details. A checkup CAT 
scan last October showed three small cancerous tumors 
in my remaining left lung. Cyber knife therapy (pin-
point targeted radiation) was performed to thwart the 
tumors in November. On January 2nd, I called in with 
significant shortness of breath, visited the doctor’s of-
fice and began treatments for pneumonia and radiation 
pneumonitis (radiation induced inflammation). The 
antibiotics and steroids seemed to work well and in a 
few days I was continuing on my walks and gradually 
feeling well. But as is recommended, each week I re-
duced the dose of Prednisone (steroids) by 10 mg hav-
ing begun at 60 per day. Soon I was down to 20 mg per 
day and had one more day to complete the regimen.

I went in for a scheduled checkup and after some dis-
cussion determined I might be able to keep the inflam-
mation at bay with Alleve and an Advair inhaler. I be-
gan those on Tuesday. Wednesday morning I woke up 
with a slight fever and some difficulty breathing. While 
waiting for a call back from the radiation oncologist I 
contacted my primary care doctor and visited him in 

the afternoon. He prescribed some medication for the 
symptoms I was having and I drove home in time for 
dinner. After the drive home I started having increas-
ing difficulty breathing. I ate dinner and decided to go 
to bed early. After sleeping for thirty minutes I woke , 
knowing I was in trouble as my heart rate was fast and 
the shortness of breath increasing. Wendy ended up 
driving me to the hospital where I was rushed into the 
emergency room and treated.

 The next few days were very difficult and on the edge 
of my not surviving. I remember vividly lying in the 
hospital bed with Wendy, Anne, and Carolyn (Patierno, 
friend and colleague who serves as pastor of All Souls 
UUA Congregation) gathered round deciding what 
next steps would be agreed to and which would be 
refused. The choices were difficult knowing that death 
was the possible outcome of the decision just made. A 
friend, Claire, who is also a hospital doctor, stopped in 
to check on me. She sat and asked how I was doing. I 
responded that I was overwhelmed with the love ex-
pressed by those surrounding me. I felt a strong sense 
of humility when confronted with my situation and 
shared with those close to me. We all knew that dying 
was a strong possibility, yet here I was experiencing 
their loving care, alive. There came to me a sense of 
inner serenity and confidence, a kind of joy, that carried 
me through and assured me that all was well. Claire 
grasped my hand as I described my feelings and she 
advised to stay in the moment. Let the loving care of 
those around me permeate, wash over and through 
me and hold onto that reality. It was a moment I had 
experienced before as the psalmist wrote, “Be still and 
know that I am God.”

As the days passed I maintained and did not get worse. 
With the continuing treatments I began to improve 
although the need for high volume, continuous oxygen 
did not change. I was in the hospital for two weeks and 
then the determination was made to release me on Feb-
ruary 20th in the care of Hospice which could provide 
the level of technical and home care needed to sus-
tain those levels of oxygen. After the first few days at 
home my health steadily and rapidly improved. By the 
27th of March I was able to stop with the continuous 
oxygen. Once again I could be mobile. What a relief to 
be able to walk outside and sit on the porch! I still need 
oxygen assistance when I exert myself with long walks 
or exercising but I envision that need going away soon 
(I hope!).

The latest good news is that on April 3 I was released 
from Hospice and a CAT scan checkup revealed no evi-
dence of cancer in my left lung and continued healing. 
Now to wean me off of the Prednisone – very carefully!
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Each day is a challenge as to how much energy I have 
and then the determination as to how/where to apply 
it for maximum healing and still get some things done 
that need doing. Realizing I do not have the depths of 
energy resources I am used to is frustrating and is the 
most difficult challenge. Being conscious of the fragility 
of my life has been a great gift. Those breaths I cannot 
refuse to acknowledge are the gift of increasing my 
conscious awareness of life itself. I have much to be 
grateful for.

Paul Jakoboski lives and works at St. Francis House. 
He serves as president of the SFH board and has been 
overseeing our energy audit, the development of the Francis 
Fund and the 2012-13 budget.

In Remembrance: Janice Meikle (cont.)
The value for the common life also led Jan to live 
on campus while at seminary. Her education went 
far beyond classroom time; it also went beyond de-
nominational lines. She chose, at risk to her ordination 
process, to take her seminary training at the Graduate 
Theological Union’s Pacific School of Religion (PSR), 
where multicultural and ecumenical studies were 
emphasized, as opposed to the Episcopal CDSP--where 
she did take her particular Episcopal studies. (I too was 
a GTU student at that time but commuted from our 
shared home town of Morgan Hill; except on Thursday 
nights I would sleep on Jan’s dorm room floor--well, 
we would try to sleep. We would get so wound up talk-
ing and giggling that it was an herculean act to get our-
selves to settle down to sleep.) That Jan saw, and lived, 
God’s love as unsparing and indiscriminate is why my 
husband and I asked her to be our biracial youngest 
child’s Godmother.  
On the domestic front, Jan’s passions included her high 
school sweetheart and husband of 49 years, Bob, and 
their three children, Steve (deceased Nov. 2011), Tim, 
and Shannon; dachshunds; and building a house in 
the woods with Bob. To celebrate her acceptance into 
the ordination process, Jan brought home a dachshund 
puppy and named him “Doc.” Doc kept her, and the 
rest of us, laughing through the most trying theological 
discussions. After faithfully leading the congregation 
of St. Stephen’s-in-the-fields, San Jose, Jan and Bob 
retired to Cave Junction, Oregon where they built their 
dream home in the woods, not just for themselves but 
as a place of welcome for friends and family. It was 
here that Jan fell ill first to Sarcoidosis and then to the 
Alzheimer’s which ultimately claimed her life. 
Last night I was rooting around in my fabric stash 
looking for a certain red to include in my current quilt 
project and I came across a scrap from “her tears fell on 

his feet II,” Jan’s quilt. Jan, I mused, by finding her life 
in God “anointed the feet” of many and she dissolved 
barriers with her tender “tears.” Hers was a witness of 
Franciscan simplicity in the Love of God cherished by 
those privileged to walk with her for awhile. She had 
no fear of sister bodily death; she knew where she was 
headed. The Reverend Jan Meikle, TSSF, died in her 
husband’s loving arms at peace and with a smile on her 
face. She was a gentle person of God. (see also page 20)

From the Bursar: Scholarship Help 
Needed
Tom Johnson, Provincial Bursar
I am also reaching out to you 
to help me feed the “central 
piggy bank” that Chapter 
has set up to provide schol-
arships for those who need 
help to attend the convoca-
tion.

Recent Provincial Convocations saw attendance of just 
a little over 100 tertiaries.  That’s but a fraction of our 
membership!  It is our prayer that we can make it so 
easy for people to attend next year that at least 150 to 
200 tertiaries will come together in Minneapolis.

That’s why Chapter established a Scholar-ship Fund to 
help out those who otherwise would not be able to at-
tend.  And that’s why I’m asking you to make a special 
contribution to that fund.  Maybe you can even budget 
to send a scholarship check once a month for the next 
year.  

Although we are working very hard to keep the reg-
istration costs as low as possible, there are still a lot of 
our fellow tertiaries who will not be able to afford the 
full cost, along with the cost of travel.  Please consider 
them and send whatever you can to our ProvCon13 
Scholarship Fund.  

In Remembrance: Jan Meikle: Part 2
Joan Verret

Day 26 the second note: We have a special love and af-
fection for members of the Third Order, praying for them 
individually and seeking to grow in that love .....

Other than praying her name routinely from the direc-
tory and intercession list I had no knowledge of Jan 
Meikie until last March. I received an email from her 
husband Bob describing their situation and that they 
were now living in The Villages in Central Florida 
almost two hours from my home in Lakeland. He had 

(continued on page 20)
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Bursar for USA 
Tom Johnson
214 Leafwood Way
Folsom, CA 95630
tjohnsonret@gmail.com

Bursar for Canada
Gordon Arthur
211-221 Seventh Street
New Westminster, BC V3M 
3K2 Canada
Gordon@ecumenist.org

Bursar for Caribbean
Jacqueline Richards

Lot 23, Blue Range Ave.
Blue Range, Diego Martin, 

Trinidad, West Indies
jackieapex@yahoo.com

Bursar for Guyana
Clarence Narain
23 Prospect
East Bank Demerara, Guyana
dioofguy@networksgy.com

Make checks payable as always to TSSF and mail them 
to me at 214 Leafwood Way, Folsom, CA 95630 – clearly 
marked scholarship contribution.

From Minister 
Provincial
R. John Brockmann

Care of the Professed
2012 has been dominated by 
many activities that come 
under the umbrella of Care of 
the Professed. In the last issue 
of the Times you saw:

• A prototype Celebration of an Profession An-
niversary by Rick Bellows. I hope you have had a 
chance to use it in your local convocations or fel-
lowships. We need feedback on its usefulness and 
flow. I intend to put this draft on the agenda for 
approval at our next Chapter.
• An effort to include pilgrimage (local and 
domestic). We need you to consider creating a 
pilgrimage design for your local area—for example 
when I was at the Southeast Convocation in May, 
I challenged them to come up with a pilgrim route 
along the Georgia coast which would take people 
to the sites of where five Franciscan missionaries 
were martyred by Guale tribe in 1597.

Series of Letters to Professed Members Who 
Have Not Pledged In Last Two Years
In an unexpected way, we have come up with a very 
powerful act of Caring for the Professed. As a province 
we have always been a bit embarrassed by the large 
percentage of professed members who do not pledge, and 
so the Bursar came up with a list of those who have not 

pledged or contributed for over two years. He and I 
sent out a series of three letters.
Many have sent checks so that they are up to date, 
but some responded to these letters as a clarion call to 
return to the Rule and spiritual practices. So we now 
have at least a half dozen members who are reinvigo-
rated and re-energized, and two thirds of those who 
have not pledged in two years have now pledged. 
We also discovered those who have fallen through the 
cracks of attention by the rest of us—one lady not too 
far from Little Portion wrote to say she was dying and 
in hospice.
We have also discovered those who are too sick, too 
old, too poor, or in the throes of Alzheimer's disease 
who want to continue in the Order, and, for these folks 
who continue to report and renew annually (the other 
two marks of TSSF profession), The Bursar and I are so-
liciting “guardian angels” who will personally pay the 
person’s pledge as well as promise to look in on them 
and ensure that they don’t fall through the cracks.

Exposure of Structural Weaknesses
I received a bit of a shock in discovering that a goodly 
number of our local leaders have also not pledged in 
over two years. These are the people who should be 
exhibiting and mentoring a Third Order way of life.
In response to this discovery we will be working on 
some improved ways to care and feed these crucial 
TSSF “first responders.”

2013 Provincial Convocation Plans
Marilyn Minncy is heading up this work. We will meet 
June 25 through 30, 2013, at America's Best Inn in Sha-
kopee Minnesota, which is very close to Minneapolis. 
http://www.americasbestvalueinn.com/bestv.
cfm?idp=1822 
The title and theme for this provincial convocation is: A 
Franciscan Search for Action and Healing .
Our Convocation speakers are the Rt. Rev. Mark Mac-
Donald, TSSF, National Indigenous Anglican Bishop 
of Canada, the Rev. Canon Jeff Golliher, TSSF, program 
associate for the Environment and Sustainable De-
velopment in the Office of the Anglican Observer at 
the United Nations, and Elsie Dennis, Co-chair First 
Nations Committee, Diocese of Olympia, Executive 
Council Committee on Anti-racism.
More details will be forthcoming soon as to cost and 
reservation process.
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On the Care and Feeding of Our 
Fraternities

Deacon Tom Bello, Secular Franciscan Order, National 
Minister’s Message (from TAU-USA Newsletter Fall-Winter 
2011) 

Thus, I wrote in my 2011 Annual Report and spoke in 
my 2012 Vision of our Order: 

Perhaps no aspect of the Secular Franciscan life should 
be of more concern to those called to leadership than the 
vitality of the fraternity, be it local, regional, national or 
international.

So how do all of us called to leadership, called to the 
training and nurturing of leaders, provide for the 
vitality of our fraternities? Article 92.1 of the General 
Constitutions of the Secular Franciscan Order states: “

The purpose of both the pastoral and fraternal visits is to 
revive the evangelical Franciscan spirit, to assure fidelity 
to the charism and to the Rule, to offer help to fraternity 
life, to reinforce the bond of the unity of the Order, and to 
promote its most effective insertion into the Franciscan 
family and the Church.

These are the measures of how we all should be caring 
for and feeding our fraternities. I have written in 
this publication about the four “signs of vitality” for 
every single Franciscan gathering, whether an Annual 
Chapter or an “ordinary meeting”: 

• “Prayer, 
• Formation, 
• Fraternal Sharing, and 
• Necessary Business, and in this order!” 

We need time to pray, to reform ourselves and our 
fraternities, to know and love each other better, and to 
conduct whatever necessary business we have to do. 
Perhaps the key word here is time: it takes time to build 
and be a Franciscan family at any level. Please, leaders, 
allow enough time to ensure the vitality of your 
fraternity. We at National, met from Tuesday, October 
25 to Sunday, October 30, 2011. We plan to gather the 
entire National membership at our Quinquennial from 
Tuesday, July 3 to Sunday, July 8, 2012. 
Did your Regional or local fraternity gather even once 
in 2011 for an entire weekend, from Friday evening to 
Sunday morning? 
Do you plan to do so in 2012? 
How can you build the vitality of your fraternity on a 
few hours a month? 
Is this what you would expect from your own family? 
Often, I fear we sacrifice the vitality of our fraternity 
life to save time and money. I followed [this idea] up 
this past year with an article entitled, “The Primary 

Focus and the Four Marks of a Vibrant Secular 
Franciscan Fraternity.” In that article, I stated that: 
“Spirituality, Formation, Family and Witnessing all for 
the sake of ‘the salvation of souls’ offers us the Primary 
Focus and Four Marks of a vibrant Secular Franciscan 
Fraternity. 
These are precisely the reason why prayer, formation, 
fraternal sharing and only as much business as is 
necessary offer us the four purposes of a fraternal 
gathering, and I prayed in the article and every day 
that God will 

give us the grace, the Living Presence of Christ and the 
Fellowship of the Holy Spirit when we gather to worship, 
to form, to share, to witness in Christ’s Name, always 
striving to keep our fraternities and our souls alive and 
focused on salvation.

[Since] Spirituality is the initial and essential element 
of fraternity, then that Spirituality and love of the Lord 
must be witnessed out in the world, not put under the 
bushel basket of the fraternity gathering. 
Therefore, in the same article I wrote, “We are to be 
a ‘community of love’ to all in the world. As Blessed 
Pope John Paul II told us directly at the 10th General 
Chapter in 2002:

The church expects from you, Secular Franciscans, a 
courageous and consistent testimony of Christian and 
Franciscan life, leaning towards the construction of a 
more fraternal and gospel world for the realization of 
the Kingdom of God.

[Later in the SFO journal, Tom Bello’s Keynote Ad-
dress was presented, the Vitality of the Local Fra-
ternity, in which he offered further material for our 
consideration:]

The true vitality of a fraternity must first be its spiritual 
vitality. It is the Holy Spirit’s Order. We pray because we 
cannot save ourselves. We need God. And it’s not about 
our individual efforts. Our salvation is never about any 
one individual. God called twelve and sent them two by 
two. We need to work at our salvation in community. We 
are a community of love. Love by definition needs another.

Tom introduced how these vibrant marks of frater-
nity influenced the themes for the subsequent days 
of Chapter. He reviewed the accomplishments of the 
past year in these areas — one being the new For Up to 
Now (FUN) formation manual. 

These new formation materials now must be put into the 
hearts and minds of every Secular Franciscan. This is a 
great call and can only be done in fraternity. 

He noted the success of our “courageous witness” 
in our JPIC outreach and partnering with Catholic 
Relief Services. Quoting an observation made by Mary 
Bittner, Tom explained the connection between frater-
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nity and our JPIC activities, “Extending Francis’ notion 
of ‘fraternity’ into our relationships with all people is 
the foundation for all JPIC activities and a serious chal-
lenge for our Order. 

Fraternity does not stay within ourselves— we reach 
out. Tom joyfully welcomed to our Chapter those 
representing Amazon Relief, the Franciscan Action 
Network, Franciscans International, and Franciscan 
Mission Service—“all with us as brothers and sisters, 
members of the one Franciscan family”. 

With these groups and with others we walk step in step 
to give courageous witness to the world. “We cannot do 
this great work alone —we do it in the wider fraternity 
— the community of love”.

…Tom concluded this address on fraternity with a 
quote from the 2010 CIOFS Visitation report to NAFRA 
written by International Councilor Tibor Kaiser, OFS: “

The fraternal spirit among the local fraternities is good, 
but we still recommend to strengthen it. Those fraternities, 
who have more in formation, in vocations, in spiritual 
or mental capacities, in financial resources, shall in a 
good fraternal spirit share these goods with the others. 
This is explicitly valid for the formation and the spiritual 
capacities.

Tom then challenged us: 
We, in leadership at the regional and national levels need 
to think and pray more about this—how we can we help 
local fraternities share their resources with each other? 
How can the vitality of our fraternities be shared? Do 
we know which of our fraternities have more vitality and 
which fraternities are struggling? How can a strong local 
fraternity help a local fraternity that is struggling? Let 
us go forward with that sense of helping one another as 
brothers and sisters in the Lord. 

In Remembrance: Jan Meikle: Part 2 (cont.)
 He had questions regarding any particular 
prayers etc. for death and burial preferred by the 
Order.
I responded immediately that I would, with his 
permission, forward his message to the TSSF list-
serve and would personally visit them as soon as 
possible.
The following Sat. was the ordination and conse-
cration of our new bishop and one of those little 
“coincidences” occurred. I found myself in the 
procession in front of a priest I had not met pre-
viously. He just happened to be the rector of St 
Georges, Jan and Bob's parish. We had the oppor-
tunity to discuss TSSF and Jan's dedication to the 

Order.
The next day, Sunday, I met Bob and Jan in their 
home. I learned of their lives from meeting at 
a dance as teenagers to marriage, children, her 
profession to TSSF in 1986 and her ordination as 
priest in 1992. Bob shared much of their many 
special friendships, including the Rev Bill and 
Barbara Baumgarden. He proudly showed me 
the beautiful quilt and vestment made by Barbara 
for Jan. As we traveled down Memory Lane Jan 
listened and smiled at times.
I left that day having been bound by the love of 
Christ and Francis with Jan and Bob.
Bob sent word on May 14th that she was being 
moved to the Hospice House, and the family was 
gathering.
When I arrived at St Georges on June 16th for the 
Celebration of Live for the Rev. Jan Meikle the 
rector asked if I would vest and read the gospel 
so there would be a Franciscan presence in the 
service.
I will never forget Bob's description of Jan's final 
moments. As family, Bob and the priest were gath-
ered, Jan didn't understand their tears and sad-
ness. She offered them words of comfort and then 
smiling touched Bob saying “see ya,” closed her 
eyes, and entered the nearer presence of God.
At the end of the service when Bob approached 
the casket he touched it, smiled and said “see ya.”
It was an honor to share these moments of sad-
ness, joy, and mostly love with Jan, Bob, their fam-
ily and parish family.
There was opportunity after the internment to 
meet the family and they were pleased to present 
the handmade communion kit and Dancing Fran-
cis vessels that they had made for Jan's ordination 
to me to share with the Order.
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Quinquennial Report—The Q
Joan Verret
I had the honor and joy of representing TSSF at the 
Quinquennial Congress XVIII Secular Franciscan Order 
USA in Chicago July 3-8. The Q occurs every five years, 
and is bascially the same type meeting as our Provin-
cial Convocations such as the one coming up next year 
in Minneapolis.

In fact we often have the same speakers.  At our Pro-
vincial Convocation in 
the Boston Brother Bill 
Short OFM was a keynote 
speaker, and this year he 
was a keynote speaker at 
the Q. His presentation 
this year was “Who are 
We?: An Overview of the 
Franciscan Family and the 
Place of the SFO and the 
Rest of the Third Order.” 
(He mentioned TSSF in his 
talk.)

The three other major 
presenters included: 

• Sister Ilia Deleo (“Why Francis? Claim the 
Gift!”; “Who are You, O Lord?;  and What am 
I?) 

• Ed Shirley (“Deepening our   
   Relationship with God: Tools  
   for a More Authentic Spiritual   
   Life”) 

• Pat Brandwein-Ball (“The Rule  
     of the SFO and Presence in the  
     World”).

Each presentation was followed by a “Q fraternity” 
(small fellowship group) to discuss the presentations in 
depth and their effect on their individual life and their 
Franciscan charism. At the end of all the presentations 
and meetings the information from the “Q fraterni-

ties” was correlated and given to the Chapter ministers 
(NAFRA) who, with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, 
are determining what the SFO vocation will look like in 
the future.

Worship consisted of daily Offices and Eucharist. Meals 
and the evening social times provided opportunities 
for building relationships. I particularly enjoyed renew-
ing friendships and meeting so many new Franciscan 
brothers and sisters.

Some of you may remember Jean Denorfio from meet-
ings at Little Portion at Mount Sinai, Long Island. She 
has a clown ministry and organized a skit for Friday 
night in which I was chosen to be a tree (perhaps be-
cause I’m all bark and little bite?), and I was suppose to 
shelter two friars. Lo and behold I found out the next 
day I had sheltered Padre Pio!

I’m sure the SFO representatives at our Provincial 
Convocation next year will be greeted with the same 
Franciscan hospitality that I experienced at the Q. 

“While we await His coming in 
glory”............a reflection.
Julie H. Goodin
We have waited, and waited, and waited for this event 
for over 2000 years now.

So Jesus, what is with the delay? In your time on earth 
you made it sound like it was going to be very soon. 
Paul was sure your return was imminent, but still we 
wait.

Sometimes I wonder what reason you could possibly 
have for the delay, are you waiting for everyone on 
earth to become your follower? Are you waiting for 
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those who claim to be your followers to start living 
the way you said we should live? You know, the stuff 
about loving each other as you have loved by us, turn-
ing the other cheek, taking care of the poor, the hungry, 
the homeless ones; advocating with action for justice 
and peace. If those are the reasons why you are delay-
ing your 'coming in glory' we might still have a very 
long time to wait. I hope you haven't given up on us, 
washed your hands and resigned yourself to the idea 
that after 2000 years we still don't get it and therefore 
never will. No, I don't believe you could do that, you 
gave up too much for us to ever give up on us.

But wait, even though you might be delaying your 
grand re-entrance in great glory you do come to each 
of us who love and follow you every day in the faces 
of the poor, the broken, the hurting, the sick and 
friendless; those fragments of humanity whose paths 
intersect with ours day after day. Until the day of your 
coming in great glory are you watching to see how 
we handle these small glimpses of you? Maybe, just 
maybe, when we get that right you will know we are 
ready to see you coming in all your glory.

New Minister Provincial of European 
Province
Joanna Coney (reprinted from Third Order News, July 2012)
At the close of our recent Chapter meeting we joyfully 
blessed the ministry of our new Minister Provincial, 
Averil Swanton. 
As I hand over to her the joys, privileges and yes, 
sometimes the frustrations, of the role I am delighted 
and confident that the Order will be in such capable 
and loving hands. 
During my time as Minister Provincial my greatest joy 

has been that I have met so many of you and enjoyed 
your hospitality at Cluster and Area meetings. 
I have been constantly encouraged and humbled by 
how many wonderful people there are ‘out there’ just 
getting on with living a Christian life in the footsteps of 
Blessed Francis. 
The integrity and commitment of so many faithful Ter-
tiaries, who are daily demonstrating the love of Christ, 
who are making community together in love and 
harmony, and who are daily living out their lives in 
simplicity and humble service, is something in which I 
rejoice, and for which we should all be truly grateful to 
God. 
So as I bid you my farewell I thank you for your 
prayers and your friendship, and for giving me the op-
portunity and joy of service to the Order over the last 
six years, and I shall continue to pray daily for you. 
I commend Averil to your care, your love, your support 
and above all to your continued prayer. 

Joanna Coney and Averil Swanton
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