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Fellowship. What is it? Is it just our name for a local group of
Franciscan terﬁ?éries? Whatever stroke of.chance or of reasoning led to our
choice of the word fellowship, its derivation is significant. The word comes
from Middle English and/or Icelandic, the common factor in both being the word
for partner.

So we in a fellowship are partners, partners in a way of life, joint
venturers with Francis in following our lord Jesus. The conditions of our
partnership are laid out in the Statutes, where we see that study, worship
and fellowship "shall form part of each Fellowship meeting.”" These activities
lay the foundation of our partnership. - Lo .-

But what of the nature of the partnership? How do we-define the relation-
ship that we have with one another? Sifting through reports from Convenors, I
seem to find the nature of fellowship best defined (or at least intimated) by the
small groups, even the "mini-fellowships".that are too small to have official
status. I quite understand, of course, that this does not imply a lack of under-
standing or of effective fellowship in the large groups. It is simply that large
groups report on their "activities", whereas small groups with few activities
report instead on their interrelationships as tertiaries. In this report my
focus is on the mini~fellowships: from them, large fellowships can renew their
sense’ of purpose; from them, isolated tertiaries can draw inspiration on how to
build fellowship. : : : '

In Seattle there are two professed tertiaries and a postulant. Phyllis
Chesterfield, the convenor, writes that the group meets monthly. In addition,
she reports on the occasional "mini-area meetings", which may include Portlant,
Sunnyside, Spokane, Victoria (B.C.), Glasgow (Montana), as well as Seattle.
"Victoria is on Vancouver Island and accessible only by ferry; Sunnyside is east
of a very rugged range of mountains; so is Spokane but farther east; Ocean -
Park is quite a distance from the freeways on the coast as the name implies, etec.
So it takes some coordination to get us all together.  We do try to share what's
going on locally by mail or phone or whatever." Phyllis concludes, "We value
the fellowship and the sharing, and I think there is a feeling of commnity not
Jjust in the fellowship but in the northwest area."”

Meetings in Portland have been hampered recently by convenor Pat Mahon's
convalescence after two major operations, Pat is one of two tertiaries in Port-
land, with two associates making up the remainder of their fellowship. They
have found that meetings are not essential for growth in comminity, however. The

two" tertiaries "communicate by phone frequently, which is a Godsend for those of
us who can't get out too easily."

In the Spokane area, convenor Camilla Dirks reports three tertiaries in -
profession. In addition to arranging fellowship meetings, Camilla gives active
support to a group of "Associates of Religious Orders". Where such groups are
feasible, they may certainly fill some of our Franciscan needs and goals,

especially where fellow Franciscans are remote.

Father Kale King is the hard-pressed mucleus of a small group in Glasgow,
Yontana, comprising himself, two novices (one of them his wife), and ome ~ =
postulant. He says, "We're all struggling to become something like a tertiary

in each of our lives and there has just not been any opportunity to get together.t
All the tertiaries in the area were part of a pParish Lenten study group based on
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Several items came to the Secretary and are being forwarded to Pat Mshon,
our librarian. If you wish to ‘borrow them, drop her.a line., There is a news- -
paper write—up ‘about our DON SEAVER, ordained to the priesthood January 6 - his
background and a few of his thoughts (such as: "St. Francis had the idea of
combining work and prayer and he was able to express the pure Joy and simplicity
of what Jesus had to say." :

We have Minutes of the Third Order Chapter in Australia held February 1977.
They are working toward the formatlon of two separate Frovinces, one centered in
fustralia and the other center in New Zealand. They have had to be quite inde-
pendent anyway because of great distances and differences in finances. . As two
separa+e Provinces, it would be possible to have meetlngs of Chapter, and sc on.

Message No. 23 from Father Lisbler (TSF) and Companlons at Hat Rock
Valley Retreat Center, of Utah is in hand. Three of the four pages is a reprint
of an article from "The Christian Challenge" of Jamuary 1977 entitled "The
Desert Priest of Utah" - about Fr, Liebler. .On the fourth page, news is given
that Fr. Liebler is to receive a D.D. degree from Nashotah House on May 18th.
Congratulatlons'

The National Franciscan Communications Gcnference Spring Newsletter has -
eight pages, including announcements of workshops, meetings, resources, and tid
bits. For instance: "Thé Franciscan Herald Press is contemplating publishing a
book of Franciscan songs. If you know of anyone who is interested in contri-
buting, have them contact Benet Fonck, O.F.M., 1815 Oak Brook Rd.,

Osk Brook, IL 60521,"

Books. The list of books avallable for borrOW1ng has growmn by leaps and
bounds. 1t is too long to send in a general malllng to everyone. However, if
you would like- a copy,.wrlte to Pat. : o

LATE NEWS FLASH

- William "Bill" Graham invites nearby tertiaries to. attend his
Ordination to the Diacdonate on Saturday, June 11 at 10 a.m. at the Church of
S5t. Martln-ln—the-Flelds, Philadelphia, Pennsylvanla (near Germantown Avenue
and Willow Grove Averme) . .

Ton Balley was ordained to the diaconate on April 17 at St. George‘s,
Oshawa, Ontario. Will Drake is now Executive Secretary and Chief Advisor to
the Northwestern Health & Soclal Service Board in ngh Level, Alberta, Canada.

HAVE YOU SENT IN YOUR RENEWAL CARD? If not, please drop a line to Helen Webb,

We are trying to discover which tertiaries
are still active, If we do not hear from you soon, a letter of inquiry may be
necessary. Because tertiaries are reporting to so many different people, that
list is not available - hence it is important to update our central file, in
the secretary's office,



