





Why be a

The other day, my sister asked me why I had become in-
terested in the Society of St. Francis, and had subse-
quently become a member of the Third Order. I was un-
able to answer her directly. You see, my sister and I
have done biblical studies and theology, and she is a
better theologian than I am, and so I felt I needed to
ponder my response, to question myself deeply as to, in-
deed, why I was led to the Franciscan way. I use this
opportunity of an editorial to ask myself the gquestion
my sister posed, both for my own good, and for the medi-
tation it might provide for -fellow Tertiaries.

The object of our Order is to live with Jesus as an
example for our living. This means that we need to sur-
render our lives to be sieves for the love of God to
pass through our lives and out in the love we are able
to freely give. Our fellow human beings need our lov-
ing service.

The Third Order is called to spread the kerygma, to
witness to the fact that Jesus is indeed the Christ.

We do this especially by loving service toward wiping
out ignorance, pride and prejudice in order to foster
social justice and international peace. To do this with
credibility means to live simply: the simpler the life,
the more one has time to live the life of the love of
God. We need to work this love into our prayer life,
our scholarly pursuits, and our daily tasks. We need

to see that this love has as its companions both humi-
lity and joy.

I feel increasingly that my little life can do only a
limited number of things, and at best can work a little
toward helping to establish, by God's grace, his kosmos
out of the chaos of the world. I can best employ my time
and energies if I have in mind the pursuit of the King-
dom. This is necessary every hour one works, and lives,
and loves.

Living as a member of the Third Order gives my own
life an order and a focus. I am called at all hours of
the day and night to recall the way of Francis, and to
ask myself how I've measured up, how carefully I've
tried to live in the Way. In the final analysis, one has
to ask oneself, "What does my life mean?" And the answer
we should all strive to give is that life means living a
life of love, working ad mairem Dei gloriam, and toward
the coming of the Kingdom.

To answer then, briefly, I am a Tertiary in the Order
of St. Francis because by following my own Rule each day
I am able to give myself more completely to the pursuit
of the Kingdom come. May God give us grace to follow
the way of the blessed Francis and to do it right.

-—-Paul Holbrook TSF
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