Autumn 1940

In the summer and autumn of 1940, Germany's Luftwaffe conducts
thousands of bombing runs in the Battle of Britian, attacking military and
civilian targets across the United Kingdom. At first, they bomb only
military and industrial targets. But in September, the Germans begin
bombing British civilian centers. Thousands of pilots and aircrews engage
in battle in the skies above Britain, Germany, and the English Channel,
each side losing more than 1,500 aircraft by the end of the year. Prime
Minister Winston Churchill, speaking of the British pilots in an August
speech, said, "Never in the field of human conflict was so much owed by so
many to so few." St. Marys of the Angels Song School burns.






You will be gga
Angels Song School 1s still in bei
dlisastrous fire,and thuat release of timbep has
been made by the Autharitiﬁs,sufficient at leuast
to roof the undamaged "Wing™, We huve a temporury
lease Gf_a house nearby the estate,and spend most

Ng,despite itsg

::-:I P -
Z history or slnging
We sometimes get an

in the small hours, in-between raids.
'n the midst of liie '

laughs. I 4o not know

¥y
out Tor some unknown reason all “he family regard
my clambering into an alleged bed on & table in
the shelter as the evening's star turn. Certain
"Angels" sleeping under it do not appreciate my
suggestion that their shelter is thereby reinfor-
ced,and they make dark remarks about what may
happen i% the tuble collapses.

I ought to have told you thsat Schnickelgruber
is Hitler's real name. I feel =« comfortgbles
a§surance that no man with such & name can
posslibly "down" the British Bupire. I have lately
been talking with & rather pessimistic prisesst who
Says wWe are being punished for our nsationsal sins,
and we are the most immorsl nation in the world,
and full of insincerity. Indeed we have grisvous
sins of which to repent,but I told him that ut
any rate THIS war was an attack by Berlin and
Rome on Bethlehem; that we are not & nation that
DELIGHTS in wgr; and that,without self-esteem,we
could say that we had some of the human virtues
without which God obviously can't get His world
to work. '

Our word is as good as our bond, even when it
ie to our great disadvantage(e.g.we are not using




nececsury ports in Eire; we went to the help
of Pcland, however ineffectually ). 4L4is nations
muke treaties with the express intention of
breaking them when it suits thelr purpose. Ve
love freedom and fuir-play. We do not machlne-
nun women and children. We are not embarking
upon reprissals for the bombing of London. We
irmow how to lmugh. We acknowledge God by days
of prayers.

It is & sinister fact that reputedly
Catholic nations are sarrayed ugainst us. Itealy,
Asustrig, parts of Catholic Germany,near-—-Catholic
Prance. Spain will joln our enemies actively
just as soon as she thinks we are certain to
ljogse. "There the carcuase 18 e

Geve. 1 Francu.who I believe hags since
been blest by His iollness the Pope,put Madrid
through two yegrs of the toriment we are now
experiencing surselves. Most of us went on our
ways indifferent. (The thougnht of how little
I myself realized it,stabs me ) .

There must, therefcre,be lonely souls 1n
the Lutin Communion who &are looking Tfor the
coming of one with the spirit and power of
st.Francis, an Elisha to follow an ®1lijah, though
sundered by the centuries. Meanwhile, tO each
of uUs 1n whe Franciscan family is given one
smuall lamp to De kindled and kept brightly
burning. See to your OIiCe

ANTONY, TeS.Fo

Once more we must celebrate our nhappy
festival of St.Francis-tide «mid the havoc of
Wur. Last year WE had but Jjust entered upon 1it
cnd knew not what we were facing. Today W& dc
know, and 1in spite of 11 the horrors Eh? past
year has revealed, we Call =ill thank GOd4 and

= 4
take courage. Awfnl =s the revelation of man 'S

hatred of God, of revoltl noainst all Spirituhl




ﬁﬂiyleﬁ Nas been, it hus at leust 5N0Wn zlso how
much real, if undevelaped,religimh there ig in

the world. Yes, and annother dseper lesson, one
that perhaps we only grope al'ter dimly even yet
that 411 the pain and sul'fering,alien thourh :
they be to the primul Will of God,are but
another wgy of teaching His rebeliious childr=n
th'e one lesson,for the perfect observance of
Which the Son became Incarnate. "That they msy
gll be one, even «s Thou, Father, art in me and I
in Thee, that they also may be one in Uss. That
1s the overwhelming answer to al1 Tutile striv-
ings after human perfectibility,whether they lie
in "humanistic religion'" or in more sinister
nationglistic strivings,and God grant we
remember it when we have to build again "the
Wasle places",to raise up a nev and clean cvil-
ization from the wreck of the o1l4d.

It is an inspiring thought that we, poor
hunan frzilties, may yet be co-workers with Go
and Hls salnts,and I am sure that it is one
our own St.bFrancis would have us follow.If he
were on egrth now,would he not be preaching «
new "Franciscan Crusade;would he not see in
these "sounding years of glory and of grief" s
God-sent opportunity for his missionary spirit?.
50 1T seems To me at leust,and I would invite
you gll,alt this St.Francis-tide,to enrol in this
modern Crusade. Some of you may not be able to
SE€€e your wgy as yel to anything very aciinite,
but if you enlist at once in the Franciscan
army and prgy very earnestly,lI think there is
small doubt you will be shewn what God wonuld
have you do. To some it may only mean going on
in the old paths,but with an added and deeper
congsecration;for this phenomengl wgr cuannot
leave any one of us g8 it found us - we must
needs be better or worse men and women becsuse
of 1it. To some it muay come in the call to some
special work for God. Apropos ol this, I would
like to say with deep thankfulness thuat there 1s




& possibility of & House of o ¥riars being
started here after the war, soc -~ of our :
lertlaries having expressed & desire for sucn
H House. It is only =« possibility,and I do not
yet know if the Father Minister will be able
0 accede to the reguest,but the viery faet of
such & desire is significant and I would ask
Jou all to pray earnestly xbout it. There are
Ol course slregdy many Franeiscan Houses in
England, 5411 doing splendid work,but none
exactly on the lines proposed. And there is
always room for more worlkers in the Kingdom
01 God. Then my thoughts hzave been running
much of . late on & great FPederation of ALL
Franciscens, both Roman and Anglicen. It would
be diffieunlt to effect,doubtless, in any
tangible form,but war is a grext leveller,sand
with God nothing is impossible.So please pray
about that salso,and ask our Seraphic Father
to help with his powerful prayers.

Wishing you all 4 blessed and huappy St.
Francis-tide.

SISTER MARY FRANC

News.
My waddress for the present will be at:
THE CHURCH FLAT, THROWLEIGH,
Near OKEHAMPTON. Devon.
Throwleigh 1s & beautiful little villyge on
the edge of Dartmoors,and 1 gm living with one
of the church-workers in & picturesque thatched
cottypge, tacked on $o the Lych-gate, gulite an
sppropriate habitation for an Anchoress.
Enclosed with this No. is & leaf'let,setting
forth briefly some of our aims and ideals for
the Franciscan Crussade. Please resd curefully
and then pass on to anyone who you lhinkK may
be interested, whether alrexdy & Franciscan or

Under authority of REV.DESMOND MORS?:BEYCOTT,
St .Mary-of'-the-Angels Song S~ilool, ADDLESTONE.




