
Summer	  1939	  
Molotov-Ribbentrop Non-aggression Pact is signed between Germany and 
the Soviet Union, a neutrality treaty that also agreed to division of spheres 
of influence. As details of the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact become public, 
Neville Chamberlain recalls the Parliament several weeks early. In a burst 
of legislation, a War Powers Act is approved; the Royal Navy is put on a 
war footing, all leaves are cancelled, and the Naval and coast defense 
reserves to be called up, especially radar and anti-aircraft units. 
 












