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Francis and the Sultan: An Encounter, with 
Significance for Our Time
Masud Ibn Syedullah, TSSF External Relations Officer; Chair, The 
Episcopal–Muslim Relations Committee, Diocese of New York

Most of us are aware that Francis of Assisi is broadly considered to be 
the most popular saint of all, a symbol of peacemaking and ecological 
concern. Not only does he appeal to those of Christian faith, but also 
to those of other faith traditions, and even to some who do not identify 
with any faith. While his life-transforming encounter with the leper 
and the story of the wolf of Gubbio have received much attention 
through the years, a lesser emphasized encounter has been receiving 
ever increasing attention – his encounter with Sultan Malek al-Kamil in 
1219 – a Muslim leader in Egypt. This encounter, another transformative 
one for Francis nearly 800 years ago, is emerging as one that can offer 
insight, wisdom, and guidance for us today.

The Middle Ages are marked with the efforts of the Crusades to free the 
Holy Land from the control of Muslims. Although historians disagree 
about the true motivations that fueled the Crusades, it is clear that 
the popular understanding often views the Crusaders as devoted 
Christians on a mission to defeat evil Muslims. Both temporal and 
ecclesial authorities supported such a view and awarded those who 
participated in the struggle to “free the Holy Land.” It was in the midst 
of such political, theological, and cultural tension that Francis lived, 
and was challenged to express his intuition of the brother/sisterhood 
of all. Working counter to the wisdom of those temporal and ecclesial 
authorities, Francis set out to meet – face to face – the so-called enemy 
of Christ, in an attempt to bring an end to the Crusades.

The story that ensues tells of two men, both so devoted to their 
faiths, who instead of seeking to destroy each other because of their 
differences, sought to understand the other. The story of their meeting 
describes two people whose actions are in stark contrast to those of the 
world around them. Both men transcended the beliefs and behaviors 
of their respective cultures leading people to hatred and violence, to 
discover and explore a relationship of mutual regard and respect. The 
story and wisdom of these two extraordinary people has the potential 
to inspire and embolden those of us today to transcend the common 
negative and destructive attitudes and behaviors which exist in our 
own time, to work towards relationships of mutual regard and respect 
for those who differ from us. We are currently in a period of history 
when people, many in the name of God, seek to dominate, control, 
and eradicate the other. Fortunately, there are others among us who 
have caught the spirit of Francis and the Sultan and seek ways to share 
the wisdom of these two men with us. Of those, I draw your attention 
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to three works: two, produced within the past several years and one, 
scheduled to launch in November of this year. 

The Saint and the Sultan: The Crusades, Islam, and Francis of Assisi’s 
Mission of Peace, written by Paul Moses (former Newsday city editor 
and professor of journalism at Brooklyn College and the City University 
of the New York) and published by Doubleday in 2009, is a relatively 
recent effort to draw attention to the peacemaking witness of Francis, 
working against the common wisdom of his day, to engage “the other” 
– not for war, but for peace. Moses, a journalist, writes in the style of 
an investigative reporter. He sets the stage of the events, informing the 
reader of the political, religious, and cultural atmosphere of the time, 
and makes clear the countercultural thinking and behavior of Francis to 
intentionally enter enemy territory with a goal to be influential to end 
the Crusades. The work not only focuses on Francis’ efforts, but those 
of the Sultan as well, emphasizing how both men drew deeply from the 
depths of their respective understanding and commitment to Godly 
principles, as each understood them, to be gracious and respectful to the 
other. Moses goes on to describe how Francis’s experience and newfound 
understanding of Muslims informed his instruction to the Friars, upon 
his return home, of how to live and work among Muslims–one that 
emphasized respect rather than conquest. This is an inspiring and 
instructive work for our time.

In the Footprints of Francis and the Sultan: A Model for Peacemaking 
is a video produced by Franciscan Media in 2012, intentionally 
correlates the story of the meeting of Francis and Malek al-Kamil to 
the contemporary concerns for interfaith relationships, tolerance, 
peacemaking, and social justice – not surprising, since it is produced 
by a Franciscan agency and rooted in Franciscan spirituality. It, too, 
emphasizes the countercultural thinking and actions of Francis and 
challenges viewers to be bold enough to move beyond common social 
convention to respond to the Spirit in efforts towards peace. Although 
the specific issue historically with Francis concerned the relationship 
with “Christians” and “Muslims,” the principles demonstrated by both 
Francis and the Sultan can be applied to any situation between or 
among individuals and groups of people who desire to seek peace and 
reconciliation. This video can be easily used for group study, and it is 
enhanced by short informative comments made by Franciscan scholars, 
including Fr. Murray Bodo, who is scheduled to be speaker for our 
Centennial Provincial Convocation in June of 2017.

The Sultan and the Saint is a film being jointly produced by a 
Franciscan organization (Franciscan Action Network) and a Muslim 
film production company (Unity Productions Foundation) and is to 
have premiere showings in cities throughout the United States from 
November 2016 through April 2017 with the first showing to be 
November 12 at the Lisner Auditorium of George Washington University 
in Washington, D.C. That the film is being co-produced by a Christian 
and a Muslim organization is in itself a witness to efforts to transcend 
conventional thinking and actions and overcome ignorance and 
alienation. The film is an expression of peacemaking and reconciliation 
by those who want to encourage such work. This docudrama film is 
based on the latest Franciscan scholarship and is punctuated with 
comments and insights from notable Franciscan scholars, including 
Michael Cusato of St. Bonaventure University, Sr. Kathy Warren of the 
Sisters of St. Francis, Suleiman Mourad of Smith College, and others. 
The plan is that this film will be made available in video format with 
a study guide for groups leading towards projects and other acts of 
ministry involving peacemaking between Christians and Muslims – as 
well as between and among any who seek mutual understanding and 

Francis and the Sultan 
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cooperation for the good of all of us. Trailers of the film and more 
information about it, including cities where showings are scheduled, can 
be found at www.franciscanaction.org 

As we approach the 800th anniversary of the meeting of these two 
spiritual leaders, I pray that each of us will be inspired, empowered, 
and emboldened to step out of the ordinary comforts of conventional 
thinking and actions and allow ourselves to move in the Spirit like our 
brothers Francis and Jesus to express/embody the extraordinary love 
and presence of God to those different from ourselves. 

St. Francis of Assisi and the Conversion of the Muslims (TAN Books, 
2008). If you read the second part of Moses’s book on Francis’s and the 
Sultan’s encounter, and, if you watch the second part of the Footprints 
video of this event, you will discover, sadly….shamefully, that when 
Bonaventure became Minister General of the Order, he wrote a new 
“definitive” biography of Francis (1263) and required that all previous 
biographies of Francis, such as Thomas of Celano’s first and second 
versions, be destroyed. (Luckily, his edict did not govern the libraries 
of the Poor Clares, and from their libraries have come the earliest 
biographies of Francis.)

Amongst many other objectives in his biography of Francis, Bonaventure 
wanted to support his contemporary pope in an upcoming crusade and 
thus he re-envisioned the interactions between Francis and the Sultan to 
become more adversarial (e.g., Francis had to walk across burning coals 
of fire, etc.) with Francis in a more obviously superior position. Western 
artwork, thereafter, as you will see in the Footprints video, consistently 
depicts Francis in superior positions vis a vis the Sultan.

Mr. Riga is a Third Order (Secular) Roman Catholic Franciscan in 
profession for over 25 years. His book carries on the Bonaventure 
interpretation of the encounter so that reviewers note:

This book is a must read in our day when the zeal of Islam has 
been rekindled and so many are ready to violently confront the 
West once again. St Francis did not seek “dialogue” with the 
Sultan in order to minimize or diminish the differences that 
existed between the Catholic and the Muslim faith. Instead he 
boldly proclaimed the truths of Christianity. There is a naiveté on 
the part of so many liberals today who feel that we can simply 
dialogue until we find similarities between Catholicism and Islam. 
If we equate our religion with theirs, it only leads to confusion and 
contempt.

According to one scholar, Christopher Maier, “Francis like the 
crusaders wanted to liberate the holy places of Palestine from 
Muslim rule. What was different was his strategy...He wanted their 
total submission to the Christian faith.”

(http://www.realclearreligion.com/index_files/
90a6cf37d7a46ec865eea7397276f2d8-349.html)

Dr. Philip Blosser on his blog

If you’re tired of portraits of St. Francis as little more than a 
Birkenstock-clad hippie, a Peace Corps social worker, or an 
effeminate tofu-eating Green Party activist, read this book.

Thus, as you can see, Mr. Riga offers a very different perspective on this 
important event in our Order’s interactions with Muslims from all three 
of the other works.

St. Francis of Assisi 
and the Conversion 
of the Muslims by 
Frank Riga: A Review
John Brockmann
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The Dark Hills by Scott Robinson, TSSF. Published by Sacred Feet, The 
Interfaith/Interpersonal Intra-Tantric Publishing Imprint of Slate Branch 
Ashram, Somerset, KY 42502, 2015, 266 pages.

A few days ago, my wife, Asha, asked me to tell her about The Dark 
Hills and my reaction to it. She’s a community-oriented librarian, so we 
often talk about the larger significance of books. My first response was 
like this: “It’s not easy to describe, which amounts to high praise for 
the writer … I admire what he’s doing … never mind that he’s a Third 
Order Franciscan, an Episcopalian, and an interfaith minister trained at 
the New Seminary in New York, with which the Cathedral of St. John the 
Divine had a close relationship when I worked there some years ago … 
My personal bias is to like this book … but, setting that aside, I admire 
his work because he is exploring ways to recover the broken relationship 
between our experience, on the one hand, and the purpose of spiritual 
teachings and practice, on the other.”

This is no ordinary book, and I have no desire to review it in the usual 
way. That would entirely miss the point of his contribution. In keeping 
with what the author has actually done, I want to tell you about the book 
by sharing a few thoughts on the experience of reading it. What I write 
here will, by its very nature, be personal. Life is personal. The spiritual 
path is personal, and Robinson is taking the spiritual path seriously, 
which makes The Dark Hills a very interesting and compelling book, 
and the writer an interesting and compelling person. He has something 
to say that’s worth reading, not because he gives “the answers,” which 
would diminish nearly everything that he is, in fact, doing. Rather, 
he’s finding light within, through, and beyond the darkness of the 
contemporary world and revealing what he sees along the way. Robinson 
has many gifts, talents, and roles, but one of them is surely being a 
teacher. All the above, in my understanding, makes him also a spiritual 
pathfinder. We need a lot more people like that – not to follow him, but 
to follow the path. 

The writer speaks, now and again, about psychological depression 
and his struggle through it with frequent references to the help that 
spiritual traditions, both Eastern and Western, have provided. In this 
review, I would like to comment on that, knowing that many prospective 
readers might stumble over both (the psychological and the interfaith 
dimensions of his book). 

First – concerning psychological depression. I was once friends with 
James Hillman, the wise and sometimes controversial psychotherapist 
and writer. James would be among the first to say that depression is 
a national malady, speaking of the United States as a whole. Does that 
mean that every American is depressed? Well, no, but there’s more 
going on here than meets the eye, just as there’s a whole lot more going 
on in Robinson’s book than you might think at first glance. Similarly, 
back in the 1930s and 1940s, American cultural anthropologists, like 
Ruth Benedict, sometimes spoke of American culture as “paranoid.” 
There was some truth in that too. Yet, is every American paranoid? No, 
of course not; and yet, something deeply depressing and paranoid has 
been crystallizing within our national life (and world) for some time, 
and we’re all involved, like it or not. So, when Robinson speaks of his 
depression or former depression, I believe him and I admire his honesty, 
integrity, and courage in writing about it publicly. And (this is the crucial 
point) it would be a huge mistake to misinterpret this fact of the writer’s 
life – “someone who has experienced depression” -- to mean that this is 
a “certain kind of person” and “kind of book,” and draw the mistaken 
conclusion that if you’ve never experienced depression, then this book 
has no value or meaning for you. Let me assure you that this kind of 
logic illustrates precisely the broken relationship between our lived 

The Dark Hills by Scott 
Robinson, Review Article
Jeff Golliher
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experience, on the one hand, and the purpose of spiritual teachings and 
practice, on the other, that the writer has so bravely taken up. Note to 
the reader: I’m not actually defending Robinson here. What I’m doing is 
trying to remove likely obstacles for you, in the hope that you’ll read what 
he has to say for yourself. As I said, this is an unusual, interesting, timely, 
and compelling book. 

Second – concerning the question of Eastern and (or versus) Western 
spiritual traditions. As some readers will probably know, I am a 
Franciscan, Third Order, and a recent member of Chapter, Province of 
the Americas. I’m an Episcopal priest. I’m also a cultural anthropologist 
who spent quite a bit of time living with indigenous peoples in Central 
America. I’m Christian; Asha is Jewish; and we have both been initiates 
in a yogic tradition for many years. I don’t recall that we’ve ever seen 
ourselves as “being different,” at least in any religious or spiritual 
sense. We’re joined at the spiritual hip – a union of souls. So when 
Robinson quotes from Ramakrishna, Vivekananda, and many others of 
various spiritual traditions, he sees them as fellow travelers, rather than 
foreigners on a different path. I know what he means. 

I’m bringing this to your attention because as good as the Franciscan 
Convocation in Minneapolis was a few years ago – an event that 
addressed perspectives and spiritual understandings of indigenous 
peoples -- my feeling is that we have a long way to go in intercultural 
and interfaith matters. In his own distinctive way, Robinson is a spiritual 
pathfinder in this regard too. I have to tell you that stories about St. 
Francis and Franciscan teachings play no large part in his book. Is this 
a problem, or should this be a reason for not reading his book or for 
assuming that it has limited significance for Franciscans? Definitely, no. 

Let me come at this from another angle. The experience of reading 
The Dark Hills brought to mind a gift that I received, some years ago, 
from Lady Beverley Reeves, wife of Archbishop Sir Paul Reeves of New 
Zealand, who was also a leader among the Maori. A day or so after his 
funeral in New Zealand, Lady Reeves handed me a jade Maori pendant, 
called pekapeka, that he wore on special spiritual occasions. The 
pekapeka symbolizes the sacred bat, which, from a spiritual point of 
view, is understood as a superb flier through the darkness. That is what 
spiritual pathfinders do -- shamans, saints, and holy ones. They help us 
fly through the darkness. The dove is another perfectly good symbol for 
the same lived experience, seen from another point of view. But let’s face 
it, as our Celtic Christian ancestors did years ago, we (in the colonial, 
colonized West) have always had a bad habit of interpreting the dove in 
ways that are way too tame. The Celts preferred the wild goose, which 
seems more Franciscan to me. And so does the bat. I would imagine 
that St. Francis was one of the best fliers through the darkness that the 
Christian tradition has ever known, as was Ramakrishna in his. Are all 
these traditions so different? No they’re not, not at a certain spiritual 
depth, and we need to explore that possibility soon. The darkness of 
the world is thick and growing thicker by the day. As the testimony of 
his book reveals, Robinson has some insight into what flying through 
the darkness involves; and for that reason alone, reading his book is 
important. Just don’t expect a lot of dove talk – meaning no disrespect 
for her/him, the Spirit. Are we still stumbling over the possible gender 
of the Holy Spirit, rather than learning to fly spiritually? Following the 
Incarnation and Francis, Robinson would know that we have to get back 
into our bodies first, and Earth’s body. This is a Brother Sun, Sister Moon 
place to be. So, do I see St. Francis and the spirit of Francis in Robinson’s 
book? Definitely, yes -- not necessarily written on the pages, but between 
and within nearly every line. 

(Continued)



Page 6 Advent 2016
Okay -- I’ve said my piece. These are difficult times, and life, God’s 
creation and everyone and everything that’s part of it are precious and 
sacred. That’s why I hope you will read what Robinson has written. It’s 
a very personal collection of thirty-seven relatively short chapters with 
titles like “Welcome to the Real World,” “Make Our Lives a Blessing,” 
“Always Be Ready to Be Surprised,” and “The Pearl of Great Price.” Some 
of the chapters have been published previously in yogic and other 
journals. In a way, it’s a collection, but not really. 

Is this a well-written book? I haven’t thought of it that way, and I’ll tell 
you why. Imagine that you’re having a conversation with a friend, and 
it’s one of those unfortunately rare, but grace-filled times when the truth 
of one’s soul pours out like the River of Life. Darkness and light fill 
the room or sky with beautiful radiance. The Dark Hills is one of those 
conversations. In moments like that, we don’t turn to our friend and say, 
“ya know, you could have said that better,” as if our job is to improve 
(or pass judgment on) the Holy Spirit’s sense of style. Episcopalians are 
prone to that; Franciscans, not so much. Saint Francis and especially 
Jesus – not a chance.  

Review of The Dark Hills 
(continued)

Dates 
Tuesday, June 20 through Sunday, June 25, 2017
Check in at St. Anne Retreat Center starts at 1:00 PM on Tuesday.
Convocation beginning with dinner at 6:00 PM and ends after lunch on 
Sunday.

Location 
St. Anne Retreat Center, 5300 St. Anne Drive, Melbourne, KY

Keynote Speaker The Rev. Murray Bodo OFM
Please read his 2012 book, Francis and Jesus, in preparation for 
Convocation.

Centennial Celebration
Past
A pilgrimage back to our roots in the Cincinnati area where the Third 
Order, Province of the Americas, had its beginning. Highlights of our 
history and spotlights on outstanding tertiaries and their contributions.
Present
Celebrating our diversity throughout the Province through fellowship 
displays of all the different ministries currently engaged in by tertiaries, 
workshops and presentations.
Future
Intentional discernment work in small groups around discussion 
questions designed to help us focus on a vision for the next 100 years, 
building on the work of Chapter.

Program Workshops
• Various workshops by our own tertiaries and by local ministries 

of interest to Franciscans
• Field trip into Cincinnati 

and local sites, including the 
Freedom Museum with its 
display on the Underground 
Railroad

• Reports from SSF, CSF, 
Minister Provincial, our 
outgoing and new Provincial 
Bishops Protector, and other 
Franciscan groups, as well as 

Provincial Convocation 
2017: Rebuild My 
Church, A 21st Century 
Version: Updates on our 
Centennial Celebration PC17
Beverly Hosea, Chair of the Convocation 
2017 Committee
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visitors from the Community of the Transfiguration

• Group meetings for formation counselors, area chaplains, and 
fellowship conveners 

• Daily Offices and Eucharists with music and great preachers from 
our own membership, and banners made by each fellowship

• Professions, novicing, and renewal of vows at the Centennial 
Eucharist on Saturday 

• Saturday night Centennial Celebration
• Live streaming to TSSF.org of various parts of Convocation

Costs and Scholarships
Full registration fee which includes accommodations, meals, shuttle 
service, etc. is $450.
Married couples will have a break on the accommodations portion of the 
registration fee.
Campers and RVs are welcome (no tents) with a break on the 
accommodations fee.

So that as many as possible are able to attend, contributions to the 
scholarship fund are very welcomed.  Also fellowships can help support 
members with creative fundraising.

Registration will start in January.  Save the date: June 20-25, 2017

Centennial Convocation Prayer
(Refer to your prayer card in three languages.)
Lord Jesus Christ, when the world was growing cold, you raised up 
blessed Francis, bearing in his body the marks of your suffering to warm 
our hearts with the fire of your love. Help us always to turn to you with 
true hearts, and for love of you to bear the cross; who with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, One God, forever and ever. Amen. 

There will be six time spots during Provincial Convocation to offer 
workshops. We are putting out a call now and need to have information 
back by December 20, 2016 as to proposed workshop titles and a one 
or two-line explanation to include in registration materials which will be 
distributed in January of 2017. The workshop planning team will honor 
as many workshops as possible. We ask that you submit workshops in 
the following categories:

1) Franciscans in social justice and civic engagement
2) Franciscans at prayer, meditation and worship
3) Franciscan history especially of our Order as we celebrate our 

Centennial.
4) Franciscans caring for creation
5) Franciscans as peacemakers
6) Franciscan Invitation – “Who is not at the table,” reaching out
7) Other

Please send descriptions and titles to Dianne Aid at 
wolfofgubbio1@gmail.com.

We want to be able to visibly express the great diversity of ministries 
that our individual members and fellowships perform in their local 
communities. We are asking that each fellowship create a banner and a 
trifold display. 

The banners should be 4 ft. X 2.5 ft and include the Fellowship name, 
location, and a symbol of the Fellowship. Banners should have a 3 inch  
rod pocket at the top to slip a rod through. The trifold display should  
illustrate the ministries of the members of the Fellowshop.

If nobody from your fellowship can personally be in Cincinnati, please 
plan on getting the display to us ahead of time (Shipping information 
will be sent closer to the time).

Call for Workshop 
Proposals for Provincial 
Convocation
Dianne Aid, Verleah Kosloske, 
Linda Watkins, Francesca Wigle

Call for Fellowship 
Displays of Local 
Ministries

Dianne Aid

(Continued)
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Call for Helpers for the 
Provincial Convocation 
Altar Guild
Sonya Riggins-Furlow 

Our altar guild will prepare all the things necessary for the celebration 
of the Eucharist or any of the other sacraments and Offices during the 
Convocation. The Altar Guild is a ministry; a gift of time and talent to 
serve God in His house. It is a very great privilege to serve God in this 
way. Please contact Sonya Riggins-Furlow at prayx9@outlook.com if you 
are interested in serving as a part of this very important ministry.

I remember this WWII bomber pilot-turned-friar working in the gardens 
at Little Portion Friary and having such love in doing that. I remember 
helping him in the garden so many times. Once I was shoveling and he 
was moving individual earth worms out of the way so they wouldn’t get 
hurt. 

I remember each time I arrived there getting a hug and a kiss on my 
cheek. We would then sit in the garden eating lunch and talking. I 
remember Dunny talking to the birds as if he knew them. 

I remember the pride he took in his giant train layout showing them to 
all visitors. 

I remember him telling me about training as a bomber pilot near San 
Francisco and having flown under the Golden Gate Bridge when radar 
was something new. He flew reconnaissance missions in the Pacific. 

I remember his story of attempting to enter the Order after WWII and 
being initially turned away for “not being ready yet.”

I remember his love for the people of Trinidad and the parish where he 
served as the priest. 

I remember him as a Franciscan mentor and as a compassionate and 
wise confessor. 

I remember him at my daughter’s wedding and being a presenter at my 
ordination. 

I remember driving him around on errands in Port Jeff. As we walked 
into the post office he began to sing to the clerk, “We’re here, to get the 
mail, we’re here to get the mail, hi ho the dairy ‘o we’re here to get the 
mail.” 

I remember him at breakfast wearing his boxers and the most religious 
(read holey) sweater ever. 

I remember being treated like a son. 

I remember holding his hand while I played Salve Regina on my phone 
in the hospital. I remember telling him what he meant to me, what he 
meant to all of us.

Br. Dunstan was 
ordained to the 
priesthood by Bishop 
James P. DeWolfe in 
1956. In addition to his 
extensive service within 
SSF, Brother Dunstan 
served as an interim 
priest at St. Ann’s, 
Sayville NY, from 
1985-86 and Church 
of the Transfiguration, 
Freeport NY, from 
1987-88, and as 
assistant priest at St. 

RIP—Brother Dunstan, 
92, One Week Shy of 
62 Years in First Order 
Brothers, SSF

From Phil Geliebter

From Provincial Chaplain Rick 
Simpson
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Thomas, Brooklyn NY, from 1990-1994. He also served as interim and 
priest-in-charge at several parishes in Trinidad and Tobago in the 90s 
and 2000s. He was very active in the Long Island Cursillo and helped 
introduce the first Anglican Cursillo in Barbados.

When I spoke with Dunstan on the phone and expressed my concern 
that I would not get out to see him and say goodbye before he died, he 
replied: “As Christians there is no such thing as goodbye. We will meet 
again in heaven.” How very Dunstan!

It is impossible to even catalog all of the nurturing, mentoring, 
befriending, and comrade-ing that Br. Dunstan as a First Order brother 
bequeathed to so many TSSFers over the decades. However, here are 
excerpts from John Scott, our First Guardian, in the 1980s talking about 
his valedictory tour in the Caribbean and South America, and notice the 
repeated presence of Br. Dunstan in all these travels:

Report of the Guardian on His Visitation to Third Order Franciscans 
of the American Province in South America, March 7-14, 1980

John Scott’s last big project as Guardian was to visit personally the 
members of the American Province in the Caribbean and South America, 
and to survey the future promise of the province and to offer a few final 
bits of advice.

Trinidad

Brother Dunstan met me at the airport Friday night March 7th, and on 
Saturday we drove several miles out of Port-of-Spain to the Diocesan 
Conference Center at Maraval, where I conducted a Quiet Day for about 
forty persons. Also on the property is an earlier building which, with 
renovations, will become the friary. The brothers are presently given the 
use of the rectory of All Saints Church in return for their assisting with 
pastoral duties. The conference center site will give them a place of their 
own and allow a wider ministry than at present although the location 
of All Saints parish is more central to the bustling activities of Port-of-
Spain.

Dunstan provides a warm, loving and close oversight of the Third Order, 
which is much appreciated. However, the members are a well-educated 
and responsible group of mature persons active in their respective 
parishes. The Fellowship should soon be active in planning and 
preparing its own agenda, times of meeting, and encouraging aspirants. 
I had planned on visiting Father Spencer in San Fernando, Trinidad’s 
second city, but the unexpected call from Georgetown suddenly 
took precedence. On Sunday I took the services in the morning at St. 
Margaret’s Belmont and in the evening addressed a group of associates 
of religious orders in a meeting at the Cathedral and was welcomed by 
the Dean at Evensong. In midday, Brothers Dunstan and Michael and I 
were invited to dinner at the home of Jackie Richards and her family; 
not only is she a good instructor in nursing at the University, she is an 
avid gardener and cook and, happily for me, arranged the one thing I 
wanted to do as a visitor to Trinidad: visit the bird sanctuary the next 
day for the spectacle of the flocks of scarlet ibises coming in just before 
sundown.

Colombia

Dunstan had already planned to accompany me on the visit to Bogota 
because he had not met any of the novices there. Br. Desmond, Guardian 
of St. Anthony’s Friary, Trinidad, had gone to Bogota last 

From Brother Jude, Minister 
Provincial SSF

From The History of TSSF, 
Province of the Americas

(Continued)
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June and received Fr. Jose Valenzuela and Mario Cuellar as novices at the 
time of the consecration of Colombia’s new bishop, Bernardo Merino. My 
one misconnection occurred when our flight from Trinidad to Caracas 
was delayed and we taxied up to the terminal as our flight to Bogota 
took off. It meant spending a night there, but since I had not slept at all 
the night before, it felt good to go to bed early. We were unable to reach 
Bogota by telephone but we left very early the next morning and arrived 
in Bogota by 9am.

Jose and Clarita Valenzuela received us at their charming apartment 
quite near the center of Bogota where Jose is professor of clinical 
psychology at the Pontifical Jesuit University and also teaches Protestant 
theology in the theological school of the University. The Valenzuealas 
hosted Br. Dunstan, and Bishop Merino very kindly had me at his home. 
Mario is in the catering business and he and his wife invited another 
group to meet with Dunstan and me at a dinner meeting and Evensong 
at their home. Mario visited the Miami Fellowship last fall after he had 
been to General Convention at Denver; Mario has an intense ministry 
with AA through both a large hospital and a halfway house. On Sundays, 
Jose is the vicar of the new mission congregation of San Miguel in one 
the burgeoning northern suburbs of Bogota. Br. Dunstan was to be the 
preacher there on Sunday the 16th, although I returned to the United 
States on the 14th. Our hosts were much more proficient in English 
than we in Spanish, and Mario is an excellent on-the-spot interpreter; 
however, I did prepare a short sermon in Spanish for the liturgy.

Dunstan will continue to receive their novice reports, but, by this time 
next year, Jose and Mario will be ready for profession, as a Fellowship on 
their own; the group in Bogota should be nearly self-sufficient. The Way 
of St. Francis has been so important in our Province that the next item 
most needed in Spanish is an edition of it; Jose and Mario are preparing 
a translation. They already have done such things as the report form. 
Here, too, a meeting before long should be arranged between the 
Colombians and our other two tertiaries in Latin America, the Catrons 
and Mellish. La Carta Franciscana is published by the Bogota fellowship; 
they have received Peg Shull’s Franciscan Times, but should also get The 
Little Chronicle and The Franciscan.

Jose and Mario drove Dunstan and me to Zipaquira to visit the Salt 
Cathedral, half a mile under a mountain carved from a vast salt mine; 
pre-Columbian Indians had developed the mine and the purity of the 
salt had attracted the Spanish to the high plateau where both Zipaquira 
and Bogota lie; the centuries-old mine continued to the middle of 
the twentieth century when this thank offering was constructed; the 
vastness, the quiet and the simple good taste stimulate and revive the 
spirit.

RIP—Brother Dunstan 
(continued)

She was predeceased by two husbands, both Episcopal priests, the Rev. 
Ralph Cockshoot of Chicago, IL (1989) and the Rev. Donald Irish of 
Boulder City, NV (2011). She met her second husband while they were 
each doing separate mission work in the Dominican Republic, and then 
relocated to Nevada where they both were involved with St. Jude’s Ranch 
for Children. She was born in Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania, and her 
college yearbook said she would be another Ethel Barrymore or editor of 
Mademoiselle.

I first met Hattie many years ago when her first husband was the rector 
of a church in Chicago, and she and I were among the members of 
the Third Order Fellowship. She was a warm, gracious, and thoughtful 
lady who went out of her way to make others feel welcome. She helped 
pioneer a community garden in one of the city's food desert areas, and 
was consistently concerned for the poor. 

RIP—Hattie Irish 
Died September 12— 
Professed 28 Years

From Alonzo C. Pruitt
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Betty Gough Melfa 87, of Miami FL, passed away on August 28, 2016. 
She was predeceased by her husband of 41 years, Mike Melfa. She was 
mother to Julie, Christopher, James and Dennis; grandparent to Angela, 
Jason, Danielle, Christopher, Michael, Jesse and Benjamin; great-grand-
mother to her beloved Austin and Brandon, Miai and Madeleine. She was 
a 40-year member of St. Thomas Episcopal Church in Miami where she 
served in several important roles over these many years. Internment will 
be at Arlington National Cemetery at a later date.

RIP—Betty 
Gough 
Melfa Died 
August 28—
Professed 27 
Years

From “The Four Corners Fellowship” Franciscan Times Easter 2003

The Rev. Hunt Peacock is Priest Associate at St. John’s Church, 
Farmington, and is a practicing physician in the area of addictions. He is 
a Farmington native, following in the footsteps of his physician father. 
In addition to parish ministry, Hunt is also an iconographer, using his 
spiritual and artistic gifts to help others to experience the Holy. As a 
priest he was very helpful in his community. Hunt was a doctor who 
healed the body to the best of his ability and would heal the spirit 
of those who were lucky enough to know him. He worked tirelessly 
with people who had trouble with alcohol and/or drugs. He saved and 
improved many lives. (You can see his icons, blog, stories and pictures at 
www.georgehuntpeacock.com.)

From a write-up of The Serenity Retreat in the Diocese of Rio Grande, 
July/August 2013

The Rev. Hunt Peacock, MD brings to us more than 40 years experience 
as a physician and priest, as well as uncommon wisdom and insight into 
the issues of addiction and substance  abuse and recovery. Dr. Peacock 
grew up in Farmington and is a graduate of Stanford University and 
the University of New Mexico medical school, and he holds a master’s 
degree in Public Health. Following a career as a flight surgeon in the U.S. 
Air Force he returned to Farmington and entered private practice doing 

family practice, addiction medicine, 
aviation medicine,  psychiatry and pain 
management. He also is an artist with a 
long-standing interest in iconography, 
and paints and writes icons.

RIP—The Rev. George 
Hunt Peacock Died July 
5—Professed 22 Years 

Years later, when she was again widowed and moved to Nevada, she was 
very active in a number of much-needed ministries. While we were far 
apart politically, she primarily practiced the politics of love, and was 
never more than a hug away. Wow. 

With my wise and late wife Linda (Powell Pruitt), the wonderful Catherine 
Davidson, the beaming Bea Evans, and the great Glen Ann Jicha, 
now all with God, it is clear the Third Order has recently made some 
extraordinary contributions to the Church Triumphant.
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Chapter met October 11–4 at the San Damiano Retreat Center in 
Danville, CA.  Four newly-elected members were present, and Anton 
Armbruster led us through a team-building process to begin.

Chapter began with the agreement to set aside Robert’s Rules of Order, 
and do all our business through a process of discernment to consensus.  
This established a tone of cooperation that infused the entire meeting.

Bishop Gordon Scruton, having retired and no longer active in the House 
of Bishops, suggested that we seek a Bishop Protector-Elect who will 
serve alongside him through Provincial Convocation next June and then 
become our Bishop Protector for a term of six years.  Chapter received 
a report from the nominating committee and elected Bishop David Rice, 
Diocese of San Joaquin.

Verleah Kosloske was elected to a full term as Provincial Secretary and 
Peter Stube was elected as Fellowship Coordinator.  Both terms begin 
on December 1, 2016.  Bill Graham was thanked for his service as 
Fellowship Coordinator over the last several years.

At the request of an ad hoc committee on Associates, Chapter voted 
to change the name “Associates” to “Companions.”  This must be 
confirmed by the Chapters of the First Orders before it becomes official.  
The committee also urged TSSF to make intentional efforts to include 
Associates in Fellowship meetings and activities and in Regional and 
Provincial Convocations. Chapter strongly endorsed this request.

A new version of Forming the Life of a Franciscan was introduced by the 
Formation team and was warmly received.  It will be used in “test mode” 
for the next year and reviewed at IPTOC in September 2017 where all the 
Provinces will be focusing on Formation issues.  

Chapter ratified the Brazil Regional Statutes as adopted by the Brazil 
Regional Chapter.  The Statutes are based on our own Provincial 
Statutes.  Chapter heard concerns about the requirement to say the 
Daily Office and responded in three ways:  1) Reading of a Daily Office 
(morning or evening) continues to be required; 2) The Provincial 
Chaplain will prepare a brief “teaching paper” [see page 17 in this issue]; 
3) The Provincial Chaplain will review other Daily Office books and bring 
a recommendation to Chapter next year if acceptable alternatives are 
found.

Jim Hagen gave an extensive and exciting report on the explosion of 
interest in the Third Order in Spanish-speaking countries.  In light of 
these new opportunities, Chapter voted to establish, for an initial 3-year-
term, a Special Formation Director for Latin America, reporting to the 
Provincial Chaplain and working with Jim Hagen to develop formation 
programs in each country relevant to the local cultural situation.  
Barbara Bennett (Baumgarten) was elected to that position.

Chapter 2016
Tom Johnson

Peter Stube succeeds Bill Graham as the Provincial Fellowship Coor-
dinator. Ordained priest in 1980, Peter has served congregations in 
six dioceses. Most recently he was Executive Director of the Seamen’s 
Church Institute of Philadelphia. November 1, he became part-time priest 
in charge in Stone Harbor NJ.  He has convened Fellowships in many of 
those dioceses.

Peter presented a paper to Chapter proposing ways of being Fellowships 
that lead to lifelong formation of mission and vocation.  The essay was 
embraced by Chapter and will be sent to all conveners in December 
for their advice. Peter hopes that this will be a useful tool in stirring 
conversation and shaping us in the sort of disciplined community 
building that we each experienced during our aspirancy and postulancy.
A task force will be working with Peter as this project moves forward. 

New Fellowship 
Coordinator, Peter Stube
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Chapter 2016 Protrait

Front Row, left to right: Liz Peacock (Formation 
Director), Sister Jean (CSF), Jeff Golliher (Newly-
elected member of Chapter).

Middle Row: Phil Geliebter (Newly elected member 
of Chapter), Luiz Bazilio (Chapter member 
elected by the Brazil Regional Chapter), Millicent 
Ramcharan (Re-elected member of Chapter), Rick 
Simpson (Provincial Chaplain), William J. Graham 
(Retiring Fellowship Coordinator), Jotie Noel 
(Newly-elected member of Chapter), Masud Ibn 
Syedullah (Re-elected member of Chapter), Tracey 
Fiore Carroll (Newly-elected member of Chapter), 
Michael Vosler (OEF Representative), Verleah 
Kosloske (Provincial Secretary), David Lawson-Beck 

(Provincial Bursar), Joan Verret (Re-elected member of Chapter).

Back Row: Bishop Gordon Scruton (Provincial Bishop Protector), Ken Norian (Minister General, Third Order) Tom 
Johnson (Minister Provincial), Peter Stube (newly-appointed Fellowship Coordinator) and Jim Hagen (Hispanic 
Ministries Coordinator).

Estou na Vida Religiosa Franciscana há 36 anos, 19 como Anglicano. Acompanhei a 
criação da TSSF no Brasil desde seu início em 2003. Sou casado com a Revda. Lucia 
Dal Pont desde 1995. Temos um filho de 19 anos chamado Gilio Natan, que estuda o 
segundo ano de Engenharia Química na Universidade Federal de Curitiba, Estado do 
Paraná. Sempre me dediquei à atividade pastoral na Igreja Episcopal Anglicana do 
Brasil.
Tenho minha vida alicerçada na Formação Franciscana, por isso meu forte vínculo com a 
TSSF do Brasil. Hoje posso afirmar que sou um entusiasta defensor do jeito franciscano 
de ser e perceber a vida. Se estou dedicando meu tempo à Ordem Franciscana é porque 
o ideal de Francisco de seguir a Jesus Cristo pobre, humilde e crucificado preenche 
os vazios que a vida pode oferecer e me torna cada vez mais depreendido das coisas 
passageiras em atenção aos valores que permanecem e que podemos levar deste 
mundo. Em Francisco, percebo o caminho mediador para melhor entender Cristo e seu 
Evangelho. Espero poder dar minha boa contribuição para o fortalecimento da TSSF no 
Brasil, acolhendo as orientações iluminadoras que a Província das Américas nos fornece, 
mantendo sempre comunhão com a mesma. 
Na Paz e no serviço humilde, como irmão menor.
Revdo. Luiz Sirtoli.

--------------------------------------------------------------
I have been in religious life for 36 years, 19 years as an Anglican 
Franciscan. I have followed the creation of TSSF in Brazil since its inception 
in 2003. I have been married to the Rev. Lucia Dal Pont since 1995. We have 
a 19-year-old son Gilio Natan, who is studying in his second year of chemical 
engineering at the Federal University of Curitiba, Paraná State. I am devoted 
to pastoral activity in the Episcopal Anglican Church of Brazil.

I have based my life on Franciscan formation, thus my strong bond with 
the TSSF of Brazil. Today I can say that I am an enthusiastic supporter of 
the Franciscan way and understanding of life. If I'm dedicating my time to 
the Franciscan Order it is because the ideal of following Jesus Christ, poor, 
humble, and crucified, fills the voids in life and makes me more and more 
detached from fleeting things while paying attention to the values that are 
eternal and that we can take from this world. In Francis, I better perceive 
the way to understand Christ and his Gospel. I hope to contribute to the 
strengthening of TSSF in Brazil by welcoming the enlightened guidelines of 
the Province of the Americas and being in communion with the Province of 
the Americas.

The New Regional 
Minister of Brazil, The 
Rev. Luiz Sirtoli

We received this letter from Fr. Sirtoli in Portuguese. It is translated 
below.
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v

Sisters of St. John the Divine
Order of the Holy Cross

2-Bishop Michael Bird who was an intermediary with the Cuban Episcopal bishop for TSSF1-Diane & Frank Jones, TSSF
Contemplative Fire

Society of Our Lady St. Mary

Emmaus Community Jeremiah Community
Order of the Preachers Order of St. BenedictCanons of St. Benedict

Threshold Ministries (formerly the Church Army)

Anglican Conference of Religious Communities in Canada

❶

From July 4th to the 7th, Frank and I went to Toronto to attend the 
Anglican Consultation of Religious Communities in Canada. We were 
gathered together as traditional and new religious communities. We 
agreed to respect one another and walk together as The Anglican 
Conference of Religious Communities in Canada (the new name we 
gave ourselves since we had not originally been a group, as such). We 
discussed the alignment of our rules and rhythms of life with the Marks 
of Mission of the Anglican Communion. (http://www.anglican.ca/marks/
about/) 

We celebrated and acknowledged that the Spirit is working within and 
among us, and that we have a life and witness for the whole Church 
that we are eager to share. We realized that we are a Community of 
Communities even as we hold our distinctive ways of living the Christian 
life.

We also stated our desire to meet again in two years. Frank and I hope to 
be there, if we are able.

Anglican Consultation of 
Religious Communities 
in Canada
Diane Jones

Daily Office in the Third 
Order Society of St. 
Francis, Province of the 
Americas
Rick Simpson, Provincial Chaplain

Every few years, the TSSF Chapter, Province of the Americas, is asked to 
drop the requirements of praying the Daily Office. This short paper is a 
simple teaching about our Anglican and Episcopal Daily Office traditions 
and, specifically, why praying the Office is fundamental to our ongoing 
formation as Franciscans.

When Fr. Joseph founded our American Order of St Francis a hundred 
years ago, daily praying both Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer from 
the Book of Common Prayer was established as a requirement for the 
Third Order. The Daily Office is a path of regular prayer that feeds us a 
constant reading of scriptures, recitation of the psalms and daily prayers 
for the liturgical seasons. A Prayer Book Office gives us a rich use of the 
Canticles and the great songs of praise that have come down to us in 
Scripture and our ancient monastic tradition. The Daily Office is a time 
when we, as a dispersed community of Franciscans, can gather around 
the world in unity through our daily prayer. We pray for each other 
and for the Order that we can indeed make our Lord known and loved 
everywhere. But Daily Office tradition is much older than Fr. Joseph.

Our Anglican tradition of Daily Office came through our first Book of 
Common Prayer. It was a radical simplification of the monastic hours 
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If you have not read any of Susan Pitchford’s books about our Third 
Order and the Franciscan way of life (and you should read them!), 
you may want to view and listen to her address to the New Zealand 
Provincial Convocation in October 2012. Entitled “Living Simply in a 
Complex World,” the address is presented in four parts, each an hour 
long. 

You can view these videos on Susan Pitchford's website at 
susanpitchford.net/speaking. You will also find her blog, “On Being a 
Contemplative in the Marketplace,” on her website.  You may also view 
her address on YouTube; simply search for Susan Pitchford.

Living Simply in a 
Complex World: A Four-
Part YouTube Video by 
Susan Pitchford

that were prayed seven times during the day. The traditional Office of 
the Hours are: Matins, Lauds or Morning Prayer, Terce or Mid-Morning 
Prayer, Sext or Midday Prayer, None or Mid-Afternoon Prayer, Vespers 
or Evening Prayer, then Compline. The intent of Archbishop Thomas 
Cranmer, the prime composer of the first English Book of Common 
Prayer (1549), was that every Christian would be able to pray the daily 
Offices. This is why it was called the Book of Common Prayer. It was for 
everyday use by the common people. The Regular Daily Prayer is older 
than Thomas Cranmer and even deeper than the long history of the 
monastic Divine Hours. 

The deep roots of our Daily Office are found in ancient Jewish worship. 
During the Babylonian exile, Temple worship in Jerusalem ended for a 
few generations. The worship life of the synagogue arose and became 
the norm. Synagogue worship occurred at fixed hours every day with 
prayers, the reading of the Torah, and reciting Psalms. Sound familiar? 
Jesus was raised with both worship in the Temple and in the daily 
prayers in the Synagogue. He would have been steeped in the regular 
rhythms of Jewish daily prayers, Scripture and reciting the Psalter. I ask 
you, who does not want to pray like Jesus?

The Third Order Norms provide that “authorized editions from provinces 
of the Anglican Communion beyond the Province of the Americas 
may be used.” Beyond our Episcopal Book of Common Prayer, we can 
use the New Zealand Book of Common Prayer, the English BCP or the 
West Indian. You get the idea, so I will not list them all. We also have 
Franciscan Breviaries that we can use, such as the Daily Office SSF, SSF 
Celebrating Common Prayer or the CSF Prayer Book. For those with 
smart phones, tablets and other online computers, Daily Office can be 
found in many locations in the web. Try http://www.missionstclare.
com/english/, or https://dailyoffice.org/, or http://www.oremus.org/
liturgy/ccp/. We have many rich and varied guides for our Daily Office. 
The key is to pray them daily. If at times it seems dry, remember that 
God formed Jesus in the desert following his baptism. Persevere in your 
prayer, for the Lord is about to create something new in your life. 

I would like to thank Gordon Arthur for his faithful service to the 
Province as regional bursar for Canada. He will be retiring on December 
31, and Lyndon Hutchison-Hounsell will be taking up his mantle on 
January 1. (All other regional bursars remain the same, as listed on Page 
3 of your 2016 Directory and Intercession List.) 

As we come to the end of the year please don't forget to get any pledge 
checks in; checks received in January cannot be backdated and will not 
be included in your annual IRS tax letter for 2016.

Please just make the checks out to TSSF; it is not necessary to put my 
name or “bursar” on them. 

Thank you all for your wonderful financial support of the Order!

Updates From the 
Provincial Bursar
David Lawson-Beck 
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Hello! My name is Derek Larson and I live in Fairburn, GA with my wife, 
LauraAnn, our son, Bear, who is almost a year, and our pup, Cumberland. 
Besides my love for Francis, my three passions are Spirituality, Interfaith 
work, and ministry for those who are post-churched (especially 
millennials, which at 29 years of age, I am as well). I am currently the 
chaplain at St. George's Episcopal School

I am discerning a call to the priesthood and am finishing up a Master 
of Arts in Theology from Saint Leo University. I am delighted to 
make profession and become a permanent member of this wonderful 
community, which has become such an influential part of my life over 
the last four years. I look forward to continuing our shared life and 
getting to know more of you as the years go on.

Newly-Professed:

Derek Larson

For at least a decade, Clint poured his time and talent gratis into creating 
a TSSF website we could all be proud of, use, and learn from.

Consider the evolution of our website over the last 18 years. Our beloved 
Minister General Ken Norian created our first, and the worldwide Order’s 
first internet website in 1998. In 2006, Ken passed the baton on to Clint 
Hagen who, though at that time still a novice, in an entirely Franciscan 
voluntary fashion, moved the evolution of our website through a number 
of improvements.

We all need to give Clint a huge vote of thanks not only for giving us 

Thank You, Clint 
Hagen—Our Best 
Webmaster (After Ken 
Norian)
John Brockmann 

Evangelism 101
Sonya Riggins-Furlow

Each and every tertiary, like all Christians, has received the gift of 
salvation. We have received something precious, and we must be ready 
at every occasion to share our good news of the Kingdom of God.

“The Order is founded on the conviction that Jesus Christ is the 
perfect revelation of God; that true life has been made available to us 
through his Incarnation and Ministry, by his Cross and Resurrection, 
and by the sending of his Holy Spirit. The Order believes that it is 
the commission of the church to make the gospel known to all, and 
therefore accepts the duty of bringing others to know Christ, and of 
praying and working for the coming of the Kingdom of God.”    
     The Principles: Day Five 

Many Christians are afraid of evangelism, even some Episcopalians. 
It’s almost a dirty word, with visions of people knocking on your door 
early on a Saturday morning, when all you want to do is sleep. Being an 
evangelizer of the Gospel is our duty; it can be an easy way to reflect 
and show our faith in the Lord. The Holy Spirit will give us plenty of 
opportunities in our everyday walk, to engage with another person about 
our faith even if it is a brief moment in time. Some will plant and some 
will water. 

There must be an enthusiasm for the Gospel and with a little preparation 
we can share the gospel message without apprehension or fear of 
rejection. We don’t have to look far, or knock on strangers’ doors. There 
are people in our family and circle of friends who have no relationship 
with God, perhaps they are unchurched or out of fellowship with other 
worshipping Christians. 

Evangelism does not have to be complicated. Think of it as you do 
prayer, worship and Bible Study. It is part of the life of a Christian and of 
a member of the Third Order. A few quick tips:

1. There must be a love of God and the people of God, to move out 
of our comfort zones and toward eternity.

2. Be prepared: take a few tracts from the tract rack or a couple of 
Forward Day by Day booklets. Keep your church bulletin handy 
as a wonderful tool to introduce a (Continued on page 19)
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a next-generation website, 
but also for putting up with 
and implementing all the 
nearly invisible minutiae of 
weekly and monthly adding/
deleting/changing information, 
adding new issues of the 
Franciscan Times, correcting 
less-than-perfect items sent 
him, and doing it all while 
moving through formation to 
profession, and working full-
time in a private high school.

Thank you for giving your time 
and talents to the Order, Clint, 
in a fashion that we all should 
follow!

TSSF Website New 
Look

Lucinda Dyer

When the Communications 
Task Force was asked to work 
on a new website for TSSF, we 
selected Perisphere Media in 
Washington, DC, to undertake 
a new design since they had 
created websites for a number 
of religious non-profits 
(including the Franciscan Action 
Network (FAN)) and had the 
sensibilities needed for the TSSF 
project.

While the new site has a very 
different look, the majority 
of the original content was 
retained, and the way the site's 
navigation bar is organized 
will be familiar to members. 
Tom Johnson and I worked 
together on updating the 
content, selecting the photos 
and organizing the graphics and 
text featured on the homepage. 

Susan Pitchford wrote a new introduction for the Province on the 
Home and About the Third Order pages, John Brockmann updated the 
bibliography on the Franciscan Spirituality and Bibliography page and 
the Lutheran Franciscans kindly provided the photo used to illustrate 
the Franciscan Family page. 

There are two new design elements. The first is "blocks" (with text 
and a graphic) on the home page that link to sections on About the 
Third Order, Joining Our Order, The Franciscan Family, Programs, 
and Resources. The second is that links to a live Facebook feed, 
the Franciscan Times, the Daily Office and Obedience and contact 
information for Spanish and Portuguese speakers appear at the top and 
bottom of each page.
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The History of the 
Province of the 
Americas: Preview

Chapter 9. Problems and 
Opportunities Spanning 
the Work of Multiple 
Ministers Provincial and 
Chapters

The newest section of the History of the Province has been posted on 
the TSSF website and is ready to be downloaded and read (http://tssf.
org/resources/history-of-the-province-of-the-americas/). It is the longest 
section posted thus far (38 pages), and examines our history by looking 
beyond the actions and legacy of our Ministers Provincial.

This chapter narrates three problems/opportunities: the selection and 
election of the first Third Order Bishop Protector, the incorporation of 
the Brazilian Order of St. Francis (OSF) into the Province of the Americas 
as a Region; and the new “Safe Church” requirements issued from the 
ECUSA/TEC House of Bishops.

Masud ibn Syedullah and Cesar Alves 
with Dom Orlando Santos de Oliveira, 

Primate of the Episcopal Anglican 
Church of Brazil, as he signs the 
Concordat, pledging his support.

Justice, peace, and concern for God’s 
creation have been Franciscan concerns 
from Francis’s earliest work. Many 
individual members of the Third 
Order have labored in these areas for 
years and continue to do so on an individual basis. These Franciscan 
core concerns produced in turn a Chapter focus group, commissions, 
a number of Province-sponsored events, and finally the theme for an 
entire Provincial Convocation in 2013. Moreover, JP and JPIC actions 
led the Province of the Americas to become included in Franciscan 
endeavors beyond the Anglican Communion: Franciscans International 
(FI, a primarily Roman Catholic-based, non-governmental organization 
(NGO) at the United Nations serving as a Franciscan ethical/moral 
presence) and later Franciscan Action Network (a Washington, DC 
lobbying group acting as a Franciscan ethical/moral presence in 
domestic US politics).

Like many aspects of the Province of the Americas, leadership in the 
area of Justice & Peace (JP), later Justice, Peace & the Integrity of Creation 
(JPIC), rested on the resourcefulness, perseverance, and organizational 
skills of a few very key volunteer leaders. The first generation of leaders 
included Carol Tookey, Terry Rogers, and Emmett Jarrett, who were 
succeeded by the second generation of leaders, including Joyce Wilding, 
Francesca Wigle, Verleah Kosloske, and Dianne Aid.

By 1955 the number of tertiaries gathering in three different Candian 
provinces (British Columbia, Alberta, and Ontario) had sufficient 
numbers to begin creating Canadian Fellowships. By 1995, British 
Columbia and Ontario had more tertiaries than almost all other areas 
throughout the Province.

In Chapter 4 on John Scott’s era, there was the heroic story of Hugo 
Muller’s work with the Inland Cree of Northern Quebec in their fight 
against the James Bay Hydroelectric Project, and the books of poems 
and essays that he wrote. Chapter 4 also observed that in 1975, the first 
Provincial Convocation was held in Racine, Wisconsin, and it focused on 
a discussion of three position papers by E. Will Drake, Judith Robinson, 
and Michael Hollingshead. E. Will Drake has been professed for 45 years, 
and is the longest professed member in Canada. His paper in 1975 may, 
in fact, be the first presentation by a Canadian at any TSSF meeting. 
Moreover, in the last chapter on the evolution of JPIC, we read of tertiary 
Bishop Mark MacDonald’s appointment by the Anglican Church in 
Canada to be the bishop to all indigenous peoples of the country, and 
his participation in the 2013 Provincial Convocation.

Chapter 10. The 
Evolution of Justice, 
Peace and the Integrity of 
Creation (JPIC)

Chapter 11. The Canadian 
Story in Our Province

Centerpiece of the Lament 
Laden With Symbolic Objects 

(Provincial Convocation of 
June 25-30, 2013)
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In March of 2014, the Canadian House of Bishops called the first 
meeting of all monastic communities in Canada. Diane Jones, a member 
of Chapter, and Frank Jones, Vocations Coordinator for the Province, 
were invited to attend along with 11 other monastic communities. Thus 
by 2014, TSSF in Canada was recognized as one of the 12 monastic 
communities of Canada by their House of Bishops.

There had always been nationalities other than those of the USA in the 
Province: Guyanese, Jamaicans, Trinidadians, English, etc. However, none 
had ever attempted to create a national identity as a group of members 
in the Province. Newsletters from London to Trinidad and Jamaica had 
always focused on the life and consciousness of the Fellowships, and 
never on a separate national identity. However, in the Spring of 2000, 
Lyndon Hutchison-Hounsell initiated the Franciscans Canada (FC) 
newsletter whose function was to explore all things Canadian in TSSF. 
Later Harold MacDonald continued this Canadian focus in a monthly 
online-only newsletter, THAW!

Lyndon  
Hutchinson-
Hounsell

Archdeacon   
Harold Macdonald

After talking about this transition to a primarily online publication for 
the last year or so, we have arrived. Based-upon a Chapter decision, 
Winter 2017 issue will be issued primarily as an online publication with 
color, longer features, more information, a more timely publication, and 
at all a cost savings to the you, the Province of the Americas.

Those who require paper versions of this online publication will be 
taken care of by your Fellowships who will download, print, and mail 
your versions to you. Those of you who require paper and are isolates 
should contact John Brockmann who will download, print, and mail your 
versions to you. 

Farewell to Paper-
based Editions of the 
Franciscan Times
John Brockmann

      as a wonderful tool to introduce a friend, acquaintance or even a 
stranger to your church. 

3. No need to knock ~ meet people where they are and where you 
are: at a bus stop, strolling down the street, at the doctor’s office 
or at a family event.

4. Attempt to engage at least three people a month. This includes 
inviting people to church. 

5. Don’t be upset if people refuse to receive a Word from you or if 
they are mean; remain friendly then say a silent prayer for that 
person.

6. Be sincere, not perfect.

Evangelism is based on the Great Commission: Jesus commissioned us 
to “Go out and train everyone we meet in the Christian way of life, marking them 
by baptism in the threefold name: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. And He ended with 
a promise that He will be with us as we do this, day after day after day, right up 
to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20 MSG)

I CHARGE you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, Proclaim the Gospel! 
Keep your sense of urgency whether the opportunity seems to be favorable or 
unfavorable. For the time is now! For the people need to hear the truth, which is 
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. (From Paul’s Second Letter to Timothy)

We Franciscans should find it effortless to participate in the Great 
Commission. We can even share this unique fellowship of love, service 
and simplicity with others by inviting people to walk this spiritual path 
with us. St. Francis was a doer of the Gospel. He is the glowing example 
of love through action, evangelism through action. An active participant 
of the Word is not just a hearer. As Franciscans, are we not to emulate 
our spiritual father and live the Gospel in order to share it? 

You can preach a better sermon with your life than with your lips. Amen

Evangelism 101
(continued)
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