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I

n my Franciscan path I have met people that
I never would have had I not been a tertiary.
Four tertiaries’ obituaries are here, and I crossed
paths with each. Robert Smith I met each year
Chapter met at Little Portion for he was always there
at the Sunday service. The two times I met Ozmond
he regaled everyone with his adventures into the
Guyana hinterland when he would bring supplies to
our Amerindian brothers and sisters. Joan Shelton
was always forthright when I ran into her at NERC.
Then there’s Stu Schlegel. Though we were kindred
spirits in many ways, Stu wore Franciscan sevenleague boots that took him to both more celebrated
and harder places. As a missionary priest he founded a
high school for all faiths in the highlands of Mindanao,
and yet he could change directions dramatically
when he felt called to have a different relationship
with the Filipinos. The ability to dramatically change
directions in one’s life seems very Francis-like to me.
At the end of his life, Francis suffered from blindness,
the wounds of the stigmata, and anxiety. So too Stu
was a man who endured pain. Stu and Audrey had
two sons, Leonard and William. Both died in their 30s.
Yet we are told that at the end of his life, beset by
physical pain, Francis kept composing verses to the
“Canticle of the Creatures.” Despite his sons’ deaths,
and the death of his wife of over forty years, Stuart
Schlegel continued caring for others: writing online
spiritual-quotes-of-the-week, offering his weekly listserv
Prayer List for sick members of the Province, and
editing this magazine for the last three years.
Thank you, Lord Jesus, for letting me encounter you in
so many unexpected people as I walk this Franciscan
path.

Advent 2018

The Rt. Rev. David Rice, Bishop Protector,
Province of the Americas

I

am framing these words on 1 November,
otherwise known as The Feast of All Saints.
It is the moment in time for the life of the
Church when we remember those who have
gone before us, to give thanks for their lives, to
consider their example, and to follow them. We
remember especially Francis and Clare.
This very morning on The Today Show, our
Presiding Bishop, The Most Reverend Michael
Curry, was interviewed regarding his new book, The
Power of Love. This book of “Sermons, Reflections,
& Wisdom to Uplift & Inspire” also includes his
homily from the royal wedding.
And lastly, this is being written five days from
6 November, otherwise known as the Midterm
Elections. I’ll come back to that in a moment.
I wanted to give this context because today’s Feast
Day reminds us that from whence we have come

Bishop Rice, cont. on page 3
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and from whom we have come, certainly informs, even defines
where and who we are at present, and furthermore, sheds significant light on where and how we go from here.
Reflected in the lives of the Saints, those women and men who
have gone before us, we see a common thread in the ways in which
they lived. Their lives reflected Jesus. He was, remains and will
continue to be the common thread. To frame this in the simplest
yet most profound terms, their lives were characterized in the ways
they embraced, expressed, exercised and engaged LOVE. The love
reflected in their lives and about which I write was no more evident
than in those moments when the saints worked to ensure that
everybody had enough. It was no more evident than when justice
was extended to all. It was no more evident than when hope was
accessible to everyone. And it was no more evident than when the
voices, better said, the yearnings of those who lived on the margins
and those who were far too often invisible, were acknowledged and
heard.
The Saints Worked at and in LOVE

The Rt. Rev. David Rice,
Bishop Protector of TSSF.

And this very work was evident in the ways in which they prayed.
A few years ago, Pope Francis articulated the nature of this “work
of prayer.” He said:
cont. on page 4
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Bishop Protector’s Message

Saints, Voting, Love, and the
Season of Waiting,
cont. from p. 3

“We pray for the hungry.
We feed them.
And that’s how prayer works.”
We are called to reflect Jesus, to follow the example of the saints,
to give ourselves to this work of prayer, and to embrace, express,
exercise and engage LOVE.
This call requires that we ensure that everybody has enough in our
own day and in our own context. It requires that we, too, ensure
that justice is extended to all. It requires that hope is accessible to
everyone, here and now.
And this call upon our lives requires that we acknowledge and
hear all of God’s People, and that means all without exception.

Presiding Bishop Michael
Curry’s most recent book
includes his astounding
sermon about love at the
wedding of Prince Harry and
Meghan Markle.

More often than not, this call means that we challenge and seek
to amend the very systems which foster an environment where
everyone doesn’t have enough, where justice isn’t extended to all,
where hope isn’t accessible to everyone, and where far too many
people are rarely acknowledged and heard.
Sisters and Brothers of TSSF, this is a call to follow Jesus. This is
a call to follow the example of the saints, particularly Francis and
Clare. This is a call to work at and in LOVE. This is a call to engage
in the work of prayer. And this is a call to challenge and amend any
system which works counter to the lives to which we are called,
namely to follow Jesus as did the Saints before us. Voting is most
definitely one of the ways we can live into and out of that call.
And when we do this, Sisters and Brothers, when we truly and
earnestly follow the life of Jesus, reflect the lives of the saints
(particularly Francis and Clare), then we live with the knowledge
that in the end, LOVE WINS! So let’s help it along.
TSSF, I know this article will land in the Advent Newsletter, thus I
pray that this Season of Active Waiting will bring us ever closer to
Jesus. And may The Power of Love be shared by all.

◊
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CHAPTER 2018

Your representatives at our 2018 Chapter meeting in Pennsylvania. Back row, left to right:
Fred Ball OFR, John Hebenton, Bishop Rice, Br. Desmond SSF, Peter Stube, Rick Simpson
(re-elected as Chaplain through Chapter 21), Masud Ibn Syedullah, Millicent Ramcharan,
Tracey Carrol, Phil Geliebter (elected to Standing Committee 2018-19). Mid row: Ken Norian,
Liz Peacock, Fred Jaxheimer OEF, Jotie Noel, Verleah Kosloske. Front row: Jeff Golliher, Sr.
Pamela Clare, Janet Fedders. Not pictured: Dom Celso Franco de Oliveira (representative
from Brazil, replacing Luiz Bazilio), Alison Saichek (Bursar, re-elected to a second term
through Chapter 21) and Joan Verret.

News From Chapter
Janet Fedders

Music. Prayer. Eucharist. Lectio. Discussion of
Provincial Business.

C

hapter 2018 completely filled three-and-a-half days at
the Aston Franciscan Spiritual Center near Philadelphia.
We deliberated 17 different agenda items and came to
consensus on most of them. Once the Minutes have been
approved and posted, I invite you to read them!
One of the best parts of Chapter this year was the presence of
our Minister General, John Hebenton. We enjoyed his insights, his
clarity and his wit. It was wonderful to hear about what is going
on throughout the entire Order, and some of the challenges being
faced in other parts of the world. Ken Norian was there as well and
cont. on page 6
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News from Chapter 2018,
cont.from p. 5

helped us understand some background and previous decisions.
Of course, he also provided hilarious videos and his music library!
Our Bishop Protector, David Rice, spoke of Ubuntu, “I am me
because of we.” This idea of the importance of community was
carried forward in all our discussions. Community, commonality,
and connectivity in blessing and being blessed. As we listened to
Masud ibn Syedullah talk about the partnerships we have with the
Ecumenical Franciscans and the Lutheran Franciscans and other
Franciscan orders, the sense of community grew even stronger.
Chapter ramped up in intensity with the penultimate discussion
centering on global climate change. Our own Jeff Golliher led the
discussion. His presence at the UN (at the behest of Archbishop
Welby) deals with environmental concerns. He warned against the
use of the word environment as being too removed and distant and
urged us all to internalize what is happening with climate change
and what the Franciscan way forward might be. If, as reported, we
are nearly at the tipping point for irreversible change, we must take
our spirituality into that new dark area, remembering who we are
in Francis. One beautiful thing he said:
Jesus is the gate. He opened it and Francis walked through
to the other side. Then he walked back again to show us

what to do.
Janet Fedders, Minister
Provincial, Province of the
Americas

You’ll be hearing more about this climate change discussion
and what role the Third Order can play in these important
times.
Your Chapter is a humble, but erudite group. They are funloving, but serious. Their commitment is far-reaching; their
depth of understanding unending. They represent you well.
In all the discussions we had, the talk was of you, your needs,

Your Chapter is a humble, but erudite group. They are funloving, but serious. Their commitment is far-reaching; their
depth of understanding unending. They represent you well.

your joys, your loves; where some stance was taken or some
position passionately defended, that was always about what
it means to be a Franciscan. The reference point was always
Francis and Clare.
May God continue to pour blessing upon the Third Order.
Note: On the following page is a chart depicting the
organization of the Third Order that Minister General John
Hebenton shared with us during Chapter.
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Chapter 2018

The Rule of the Third Order
(as approved by the InterProvincial Third Order Chapter – IPTOC)
“is the basis of our community life and the expression of our heritage and vision in Franciscan life”

Third Order,
Society of Saint Francis
One worldwide order
organised into 5 Provinces
Africa, Americas, Asia-Pacific, Europe, Pacific,

The Interprovincial Chapter - IPTOC
-

meets at intervals not exceeding every 6 years
is called and presided at by the Minister General
is comprised of the Minister Provincial; the Provincial Chaplain, or their nominees;
and one other professed tertiary from each Province
co-ordinates the activities of the Order throughout the world
ratifies constitutional changes after such amendments have been ratified by all
provincial chapters
forms new provinces

The Minister General
-

is the functional head and servant of the order
ensures that the constitution is observed
assists the co-ordination of interprovincial life of the Third Order
acts as Convenor for the other Ministers Provincial in all interprovincial matters of
Third Order policy and practice.
ensures that Interprovincial Chapters are called in accordance with the Constitution.
may attend and may vote at any meeting of any Provincial Chapter.

Meeting of the Ministers Provincial
-

7

acts as the executive body of Interprovincial Chapter.
their decisions shall be reported to, and ratified by all Provincial Chapters and the
Interprovincial Chapter when it meets.

Chapter 2018

Rule Task Force
Presented
Recommendations
Janet Fedders

Let us stress here that
rewriting the Rule is
optional and completely
experimental.

A

t Chapter 2018, the Rule Task Force presented
its recommendations based on a comprehensive
investigation of Tom Johnson’s charge to them in 2017.
This charge had a couple of iterations, but mainly it was
for them to explore two things: what it would look like to rewrite our
Rule according to the Principles, and a look at some of the internal
aspects of the Order, including formation. Since the spectrum of
this work was so large, they found it expedient to focus much of
their work on the Rule component. IPTOC at the same time had
asked all the Provinces to conduct the same experiment with the
Rule. For our purposes here, we will focus on the Rule aspect of
their report to Chapter as we explain what happens next. (The other
recommendations from the Task Force to Chapter may be seen in
the Minutes of Chapter when they are approved and posted on the
website. There were nine points in all.)
Not only did our Rule Task Force make recommendations to
continue with the Rule Experiment; they put mechanisms in
place with Chapter approval to smooth the transition into this
second year of the process. In other words, we move now into the
Experiment mode itself. We already have a pool of people who’ve
gone through training to be mentors and who have done the work of
rewriting their Rule of Life according to the Principles. This group
will be giving specific feedback to our team in time for a report
to be prepared for the Ministers Meeting in August of 2019. Any
professed tertiary may now join in this Experiment and be a part of
the pool. Just let the Minister Provincial know of your interest. We
have steps in place to guide you in the process. Let us stress here
that rewriting your Rule is optional and completely experimental.
This next Phase is designed to give feedback to IPTOC in their sixyear overview of the idea.
In closing, our gratitude is extended to the Rule Task Force (John
Rebstock, Rick Bellows, barbara bennett, Derek Larson and Cathy
Reynolds) for their hard work, and to Rick Bellows for heading up
the Phase II team. ◊

New Social Media
Norm from Chapter
Please don’t let negative
social media comments
affect our greater
mission.

E

very life-professed member of the Order may use “TSSF”
after their name in a signature. This is also true for our
digital signatures on social media and email. Its presence
can lead to discussion about our Franciscan life and Rule.

As tertiaries, however, we must be alert that our comments and
dialogue are our own and not a public expression of the world-wide
Third Order Society of St. Francis. Please be careful discussing things
online where emotions run high (e.g., politics and other “isms”) and
always show respect for others’ opinions. (Days 7 and 24)
Our mission and the Aims of the Order come first. So please don’t
let negative social media comments affect our greater mission. And,
if you mess up, correct it immediately and be clear about what
you’ve done to fix it. ◊
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OTHER PROVINCIAL NEWS

At the San Damiano Retreat
Center in Danville, California,
for the Western Convocation,
from left, Valerie Hart, David
Milliken, Anita Miner, Bishop
David Rice, Kate Salinaro,
and Beverly Hosea.
Recognizing that the
wisdom embodied in Susan
Pitchford’s Keynote Address
should not be reserved
exclusively to those attending
the Western Convocation, The
Franciscan Times will share
it with the entire Order by
featuring it prominently in its
Spring 2019 edition.

Western Convocation
Takes “Joy of Poverty”
As Its Theme
Beverly Hosea

S

usan Pitchford celebrated “The Joy of Poverty” in her
keynote address at the TSSF Western Convocation, held
August 10-12 at the San Damiano Retreat Center in Danville,
California. David Burgdorf and Dominic George also contrasted
spiritual poverty with the Alcoholics Anonymous 12-Step Program.
Other presentations included one by Kathryn Challoner concerning
scholarships available for mission trip leadership, and another on
the Principles-based Rule experiment currently underway (see the
Fall 2018 Franciscan Times, pages 21ff.)
During a Eucharist presided by Bishop Protector David Rice,
Valerie Hart made her profession and David Milliken was noviced.
The Convocation was organized by the St. Clare Fellowship, with
assistance from the New Umbrian Fellowship.

◊
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Other Provincial News

Brazilian Annual
Retreat
barbara bennett

T

he conclusion of the annual regional retreat and
Chapter meeting (the region takes in the whole of
Brazil) was held in Recife of the Nordeste (northeast)
of Brazil.
The occasion included prayer and song, sharing of stories,
presentations by various members on the Franciscan life,
as well as the Chapter meeting where officers were elected,
pressing matters of the region were discussed, and folks
were elected to Profession. Professions and renewal of
vows were made at the concluding Eucharist.
Next year the retreat will be held in Porto Alegre, in
southern Brazil where the Episcopal Anglican Church was
born in 1890.

Below, Those in attendance at the Brazilian Annual
Retreat posed for a joyful group photo. Front row, left
to right: Mauricio Tolentino (with guitar), Luiz Sirtoli
(Regional Minister), barbara bennett (baumgarten),
Luciene Poubel de Franco. Second row: Claudio Linhares,
Márcio Antonio de Silva, Ivaldo Izaías Panta, Armando
Delgado (from Cuba), Arlinda Pereira, Eliane Vieira,
Antonio Amaro, Lilian Linhares, Josefá Batista, Lázaro
Mouro, Mara Dutra. Back row: Celso Franco de Oliveira,
Antonio Terto, Luiz Bazilio, Gecionny Pinto, Lucia Dal
Pont, David Catron. The icon in the foreground was hand
painted by novice Haydee Lugo Marrero of Cuba.
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Other Provincial News

TSSF Medical Mission Fund Update
David Lawson-Beck (Committee Secretary)
Left, Students at St. Agnes
Elementary School, one of
the Liberian Bohalun schools
supported by the TSSF Medical
Mission Fund, queue for snacks.
Below, TSSF Medical Mission Fundsponsored nursing students at
Phebe Hospital, one of Liberia’s
oldest and most highly regarded
hospitals. Ebola decimated the
ranks of medical personnel,
including nurses, during the 201416 epidemic.

I

n 2017, Chapter voted to bring the former Challoner Fund, which supported the wonderful
work of Dr. Kathryn Challoner, TSSF, into a more integrated relationship with the Order in our
Province. The decision also was made to widen the scope of the new TSSF Medical Mission Fund to
make it more flexible in addressing disaster relief issues. Also, at the suggestion of Dr. Challoner,
it was decided to offer more support to SSF First Order activities related to the Fund’s scope.
For many years, Dr. Challoner has given her time, talents
and money to provide disaster relief in Liberia, where
the Ebola crisis infected an estimated 10,678 persons
and killed an estimated 4,810 of them in the 20142016 period. The epidemic also decimated the ranks of
medical personnel, created countless orphans and put
a strain on health facilities, particularly those in remote
areas. This was on top of two civil wars (approximately
1989-1996 and 1997-2003) that destroyed/degraded
health facilities and schools.
In the past, our Province has helped channel funds to the
Liberian Bohalun Mission schools (St. Agnes Elementary
school, St. Cyprian Junior High School and St. Augustine
Senior High School) and St. Anthony Health Center
(associated facilities serving Ebola orphans and others
near the Ebola epicenter); to the Phebe Hospital, one of
Liberia’s oldest and most highly regarded hospitals; and
to other crucial facilities in Liberia and other African
countries. We also have sponsored nursing students at
Cuttington University in Morovia, Liberia, an EpiscopalAnglican institution, to help “fill in the ranks” of nurses
killed by Ebola, and have met emergency needs such as
a sudden shortage of African snake antivenin when the
main supplier went out of business and an alternative
source had to be found.
cont. on page 12
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Other Provincial News

TSSF Fund Medical Mission
Update, cont. from p.11

In 2017-2018, under the direction of Minister Provincial Janet
Fedders and a new MMF Fund Committee, nursing scholarships
were continued at Cuttington for two students, Ms. Mamie Tomah
and Ms. Theresa Kanneh, and we supported a post-hurricane relief
trip to Arecibo, Puerto Rico, August 12-18, which included EMT
medical personnel, volunteer rebuilding workers, two OSF Brothers
and two SSF First Order Brothers, Damien Joseph and Thomas (we
paid for the SSF brothers’ transportation, and made a contribution
for supplies). OSF Brother David Rutledge coordinated the effort.
The MMF Committee consists of David Lawson-Beck (Committee
Secretary), Lance Renault, Jonathan Lloyd, Jonathan Steinhart
and Dominic George. Members communicate by telephone, email,
texting and participation in Zoom conferences. ◊
The TSSF Medical Mission Fund
also supported a post-hurricane
relief mission to Arecibo in
August 2017, in part to help
build a relationship with the
Diocese of Puerto Rico.
Below, Volunteers repaired
homes damaged by Hurricane
Maria during a 2017 mission
trip supported by the TSSF MMF.
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Milestones
Newly Professed
John Bessai

Seeking to be a Peacemaker by telling stories through media.
Passionate about social justice.

M

y profession was this summer in Ontario where I have
lived since completing my undergraduate studies. There
was an interlude of about 25 years between finishing
my MA and working on independent media productions,
mostly focused on creating biographical stories for TV, which I
thought needed to get out to the world. I am very passionate about
social justice and remain curious about the differences of opinion
people have about the just society and wonder if there is a way to
tell a story that would help people find more agreement about what
values we should embrace for peace on Earth.
I love the Franciscan dedication to ecology and enjoy singing “All
Creatures of our God and King,” which is based on Francis’s
“Canticle of the Sun.” Here, I want to share some of the lyrics—they
express well how I think about my Franciscan journey. I will share
the first verse and then my favourite one:
All creatures of our God and King
Lift up your voice and with us sing,
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thou burning sun with golden beam,
Thou silver moon with softer gleam!
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Dear Mother Earth, who day by day
Unfoldest blessings on our way,
Alleluia! Alleluia!
The flowers and fruits that in thee grow,
Let them His glory also show.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Right now I am working on my PhD in media theory and am teaching
media studies. I live with my wife and our 21-year-old son.

◊
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Newly Professed

Newly Professed
Diane Gaidon

Hiker. Servant. Mother. Physical Therapist.

M

y call to Franciscan spirituality began three years ago
when I first read the questions on the TSSF website:
“Are you… Yearning for a deeper relationship with
God? Called to Action and Contemplation? Striving
to be a Peacemaker? Concerned about Ecology, the Poor and the
Marginalized? Passionate about Social Justice?” I had no idea what
the Third Order of the Society of St. Francis was, but as I answered
each of these questions with a resounding “Yes!” my curiosity into
Franciscan spirituality was sparked.
As for the other passions in my life, I am a manual physical therapist
and work part-time these days in my own private practice. My job
gives me an opportunity to connect deeply with people as we work
together to achieve a healthy lifestyle.
I am very involved in ministries at my church, including organizing
a weekly community meal for our neighbors in need, serving dinner
in a restaurant-style fine dining experience. Here we get to feed the
body, mind, and spirit of our guests and our volunteers.
I have two grown children who do not live close by to me, but they
love to travel and often invite me to join them! I have learned much
through these experiences with them.
I love being in nature and love to hike. I have been very fortunate
to have gone on two walking pilgrimages in Italy recently, walking
in the footsteps of Saints Francis and Clare on the Via Francigena.
And I love being a Franciscan! Formation has taught me to be open
to discovery, receptive to the movement of the Spirit and God’s
grace, and willing to be transformed. I am so happy to join this
community of those leading gospel-inspired lives. ◊

Newly Professed

Deacon at the Episcopal Diocese of Guatemala.

Laurel Ralph McMarlin

A

lmost three years ago, Padre Hugo Padilla contacted me
about his dream of forming a TSSF presence in Guatemala.
That officially began my Franciscan journey.

In 2001, ten years after retiring from the U.S. Army, I came to
Guatemala with my wife, Donna, and our daugher, Sarah. Initially we
volunteered with the Christian Foundation for Children and Aging,
which worked (quite successfully) to bring entire communities out
of poverty. We became permanent residents of Guatemala, members
of a local Episcopal parish, and were gradually enculturated within
Guatemalan society.
cont. on page 15
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Newly Professed

Newly Professed:
Laurel Ralph McMarlin,
cont. from p.14

Seven years later we moved to Xela (8,000-ft. altitude) in the Sierra
Madre mountains of western Guatemala. For the next ten years I
volunteered at a Guatemalan Christian school as a Bible teacher,
history teacher, chaplain, and board member. My wife and daughter
both also taught in local schools. A few years after arriving in Xela
the bishop of the Diocese of Guatemala sent me to seminary and
subsequently ordained me as a deacon.
The heart of my diaconal ministry revolved around serving the
English-speaking community at Parroquia Episcopal San Marcos
(Saint Mark’s Parish), working at the school, and volunteering in
union with our parish and the students at the school. We served
in the impoverished villages surrounding Xela. Over the years we
constructed a house, built wood-burning stoves, bought annual
Christmas gifts for children, visited orphanages, and worked with
construction and medical mission teams.
Sarah (with her family), Donna, and I now live near Guatemala City
where I serve as a deacon at Saint James Episcopal Church (an
English-speaking congregation) and am privileged to participate in
Padre Padilla’s vision of engaging our small Franciscan community
as the vanguard of the Jesus Movement in the Episcopal Diocese of
Guatemala. ◊

Newly Professed
Kay Miller

Chaplain. Computer Programmer. Scientist. International.
Animal-Assisted Therapy. Human-Animal Bond.
Contemplative. Franciscan.

W

hat a glorious profession service we had on July
14, 2018 in my home parish — with Janet Fedders
officiating, my spiritual director preaching, our parish
priest celebrating, my dear friend (and our parish’s
senior warden) serving as lector, and our TSSF fellowship convener
as litanist. Friends, family, and supporters gathered from far and
wide — local community, as well as those who traveled a thousand
miles to be there. Inspiring, soul-moving music. It was truly a lifechanging experience for me. I felt transported to a new realm — a
realm which feels like the solid foundation upon which the remainder
of my life is being built. But how did I get to this place in life? A few
thumbnails of my journey are:
Born
Born in DC...cradle Episcopalian … three years in China (during
war) … spoke French, Chinese, English fluently … circumnavigated
the world … grew up in small, historic Delaware town … Tatnall
School … Universite de Grenoble, France … B.A. in math & physics
at University of Delaware … IBM … NASA Goddard Space Flight
Center — Apollo Space Program … grad school (U. of Maryland)
for astrodynamics and celestial mechanics … married … FAA:
Indianapolis Air Route Traffic Control Center & Atlantic City’s NAFEC
… mother … Atlanta … Dallas … left IBM … half of Ph.D. in psychology
(U. of North Texas) … half of M.D. (U. of Texas, Southwestern
cont. on page 16
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Newly Professed:
Kay Miller, cont. from p.15

Medical School) … son (only child) killed by swerving truck … my
own serious car wreck … Salt Lake City … M.Div. from Salt Lake
Theological Seminary … Clinical Pastoral Education (5 semesters)
… chaplain: hospital, police, disaster response, hospice, jail …
Intermountain Therapy Animals … American Red Cross’ national
SRT (Spiritual care Response Team) … rural Kentucky … Franciscan!
After nearly two decades of discernment (since Anita Catron Miner
first introduced me to TSSF), I began my formal Franciscan journey
just three years ago. The entire formation process has been a true
blessing for me. I am so very grateful to all those who shepherded
me along this beautiful pilgrimage. Now, I look forward to a future
◊
filled with Franciscan spirituality, values, and joys!

Newly Professed
Raciel Rene Prat
PrimelLes

Professor of Education. Martial Arts Black Belt. Proud Father
of Young Monica.

I

live in Nuevitas, Province of Camagüey, on the beautiful
island of Cuba. For 17 years I was a full-time university professor
and am currently working in the Education Department of my
school district. I am an advisor in the sciences and for student
career advancement/placement. I also plan and manage educational
events for teachers throughout the island of Cuba.
In my free time, I read a lot, engage with my family and practice
martial arts, especially Karate and Kobudo. I am a third degree
black belt in Karate and a green belt in Kobudo. In addition, I try to
spend a lot of time with my wife, Donaisy, and my young daughter,
Monica.
On the Internet, I initially found out about the First Order
Franciscans, who recommended I write to the Third Order. And
after a process of discernment, the requisite number of years in
formation, I became the first professed person in Cuba, which
makes me feel very happy.
I am a member of San Miguel Episcopal Church in Nuevitas, where
the priest-in-charge is the Rev. Armando Delgado Orozco, who is
currently a TSSF novice. While all professions are special, I was
blessed to be professed by the Rev. Luiz Sirtoli on June 7, 2018.
Luiz had traveled from Brazil, along with Mauricio Tolentino,
and performed the profession service. (See the fall issue of the
Franciscan Times for the trip details).
I am overjoyed to be a professed member of the Third Order in the
Province of the Americas. ◊

Have you paid your TSSF pledge for 2018?
Send your check to TSSF, c/o Alison Saichek, Provincial Bursar,
P.O. Box 92, Fremont, CA 94537 USA
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New Transfer
Lynne Sharp

Former Franciscan Sister. Priest. Spiritual Director. Fire
Department and VA Hospital Chaplain.

I

am sixty-four years old and have had a love affair with Francis
and Clare for more than 20 years. I am now a single mother
of two amazing daughters, and grandmother of two beautiful
grandchildren, who are growing up at an amazing rate. Aside
from my vocation as a Priest at St James in Hammondsport, I have
ten years experience as a spiritual director, and have co-led two
pilgrimages to the Holy Land. I love to hike and this past summer set
a goal of hiking New York, Pennsylvania, and New Jersey waterfalls,
and then sampling homemade ice cream at the end of the journey.
I was a Franciscan sister until I was released from my vows in 2013
and then discerned for five years when would be the right time for
me to apply to the Third Order. I look forward to spending more
time with other Third Order brothers and sisters as we all continue
in our journey to grow closer to God. In the meantime, I volunteer
at the local library, at the VA hospital as a chaplain, and as a Fire
◊
Department chaplain.

Rest in Peace
Ozmond McDonald

Teacher. Retreat Leader. Minister to the Indigenous Peoples
of Guyana.
by Patricia Dyer

O

zmond was 88 when he died on October 2, 2018 in
Trinidad. “Mr. Mac” was a Franciscan for the past 17 years.
He was a teacher in both primary and secondary school.
He was involved in all areas of his parish’s life, including
the training of lay ministers.
He was always the first to volunteer to conduct a session on Retreat,
and it was always with something substantial and interesting.
He went through the different stages of Formation with flying
colors while encouraging and inspiring others along their journey
at the same time.
He had a wry sense of humor and could relate well with all age
groups. He loved being a Franciscan and put much time and his
own money into ministry to the indigenous peoples of Guyana. He
was truly a man of God. We all would miss him for his joviality and
his encouraging ways.
I would like to express condolences on behalf of Bishop Rawle
Douglin, and all the Franciscans in Nevis, Tobago, Guyana, and
Trinidad and pray that you will have the Spirit of faith and courage
not to sorrow as those without hope, but in the joyful expectation
◊
of eternal life with those you love.
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Rest in Peace
Stu Schlegel
Priest. Anthropologist. Author. TSSF Prayer List Coordinator. Editorial Staff of the
Franciscan Times. Professed 18 Years.
John Brockmann

T

wo years after he was professed in the
New Umbrian Fellowship in California in
2000, Stu Schlegel, Professor Emeritus of
Anthropology at UC Santa Cruz, author of
ten books, missionary priest to the Teduray people
in the Philippines, Rector Emeritus of St. Luke’s Los
Gatos, was the shuttle van driver for our 2002 Convocation in Santa Barbara. He and his wife Audrey
were such wonderful and humble hosts and guides
as they drove us all from the airport to the Convocation site.
In 1960, Audrey and Stu went as missionaries to
the Mission of Saint Francis in the Philippines. They
lived in Upi, a small frontier village in Mindanao.
Stu established the St. Francis High School, the first
academic high school built in the mountains of
Southwest Mindanao. The high school was open to all students and had many Moslem students with
whom the Schlegels forged strong relationships.
However, in 1963, Stu felt he could better help the Philippine people by having a different relationship
with them than as priest, so Audrey and Stu moved back to the USA where Stu pursued his Ph.D. in
Anthropology. They returned to the Philippines in 1966 when Stu began his new relationship with the
Philippine people as an anthropologist.
I had emailed with Stu during his Formation process when I learned he was the author of Wisdom from
a Rainforest: The Spiritual Journey of an Anthropologist, and I wanted to review it for the Franciscan
Times (Summer 1998). “In the early sixties, Stu went into a remote rainforest on the Philippine island
of Mindanao as an anthropologist in search of material. What he found was a group of people whose
tolerant, gentle way of life transformed his own values and beliefs profoundly. Wisdom is Stu’s
testament to his experience and to the Teduray people of Figel, from whom he learned such vital,
lasting lessons. Schlegel’s lively account of Teduray society depicts a peaceful, noncompetitive society
whose ideals contrast strikingly with Western values. In their gathering and their hunting, as well as
in their subsistence cultivation, the Teduray were careful and mindful inhabitants of the forest. Stu
described their deep respect for nature and one another and recounts with great vividness how their
behavior and traditions revolved around kindness and compassion for humans, animals, and the
spirits sharing their worlds.” (Excerpted from WorldCat) The book is still available on Amazon; click
here to order.
This book was later made into a New York play in 2005 entitled Kegedewan, which means The Gift. In
the play, Stuart informed me, “At one point, my bishop (in the play, a much more self-righteous and
pious guy than was actually the case!) says to me on an occasion when I come out of the forest for a
break—Father, did you teach them the gospel?” and I reply, “Bishop, they taught ME the gospel.”
cont. on page 19
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Rest in Peace:
Stu Schlegel, cont. from p.18
The book was a finalist for
National Book Award in the
Philippines, and Stu received
lots of email in response to the
book, but he told me he prizes
this one most: “I received an
email from a British soldier in
Basra, Iraq, which was their area
of responsibility, and he said
that he had been given a copy
of Wisdom by his padre, and he
was deeply moved to read about
such a nonviolent, loving people
amidst the terrible carnage all
around him.”
Here are some other responses
to the book that Stu sent me
several years ago:

Stu Schlegel, far right, at a baptism at St. Luke’s
Episcopal Church in Los Gatos.

“I have now taught the book three times…The response is always the same: shock, wonderment,
sadness, and also profound understanding of the importance of friendship, community, joy,
love, and, of course, living a good life!” — Anthropology Professor
“I am Muslim, and I want you to know that this book has touched me deeply. It helped me
realize the most important thing in life is Love.” — Anthropology Student
“I was most impressed with the intensely personal nature of the book; it must have taken
enormous strength and faith in your readers to reveal such rich experiences.” — General Reader
“Read this book and, even if you are presently despondent about the seemingly insolvable
problem of violence in our own culture, you will come away with hope.” — Editor of a Poetry
Journal
(You can read more about the book in “Chapter 16: Eight Authors of the Province of the
Americas” in The First 100 Years of the Third Order: 1917-2017: Society of St. Francis in the
Americas.)
In 1968 Stu accepted a position as professor of anthropology on the faculty at Merrill College, University
of California, Santa Cruz, becoming Professor Emeritus of Anthropology in 1988. Also, in 1985, Stu
returned to active work as a priest serving first as a non-stipendiary priest at St. Luke’s Episcopal
Church in Los Gatos and ending his work there in 1990 as rector of the parish.
In recent years, after he retired as both priest and professor, and after Audrey, his wife of over forty
years, died seven years ago, Stu instigated the weekly “Saturday Morning Prayer List,” which is carried
on now by Paddy Kennington. He would collect the prayer requests from all over our Province during
the week, and compile them into one missive he would send out to all us Prayer List pray-ers. He was
listed on the November 10th list. He was 86. ◊
(You can still digitally visit Stu on his website: https://www.rainforestwisdom.com/)
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Priest. Missionary. Teacher.

Joan Shelton

Submitted by the Family

T

he Reverend Joan Adams Shelton, 86, of Washington,
DC, died at home on November 15 surrounded by family.

The daughter of the late John C. Adams and Alice Murray
Adams, and the sister of the late Murray C. Adams, Joan
was born September 12, 1932 in Ithaca, New York. She graduated
from Vassar College with a bachelor’s degree in Art History (Phi
Beta Kappa, Summa Cum Laude) in 1954.
After college she worked at the Guggenheim Museum in New York
City, where she met Murray N. Shelton, and they were married on
November 22, 1957.
They first resided in Washington, DC, where she worked at the
Corcoran Gallery. They settled in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, raising
their family and many pets.
A Pioneering Career Choice
Ever intellectually curious, she was always reading and educating
herself about her many interests—geology, jazz, history, and many
other topics. She inspired in her children the same curiosity, and
the desire “look it up.” She also inspired her children with the idea
that most things are possible with determination, application,
and perseverance—as she demonstrated to them with her thenpioneering career choice.
With the support of her husband, she began to actively pursue her
lifelong calling to the Episcopal Church. In March 1977 she became
one of the first women ordained as an Episcopal priest.
She received her Master of Divinity degree (Summa Cum Laude
Award in Theology) from Moravian Theological Seminary in 1979,
and a masters in Elementary Education from Lehigh University in 1979.
Spiritual and Intellectual Friendship Through TSSF
Joan served many churches in the Northeast, including in Rhode
Island; Syracuse, New York; southeastern Pennsylvania; southern
Maryland; and in the DC area. She also became a member of the
Franciscan Third Order (TSSF), where she found a community of
spiritual and intellectual fellowship and made enduring friendships.
After her husband died in 1986, and with her children launching
lives of their own, in 1995 she travelled to Haiti. There she was
able to pursue a lifelong dream: missionary work teaching at the
Episcopal Seminary in Haiti. She loved Haiti and its people and
made lasting friendships among her students, who still refer to her
as their “Mother.” It gave her great joy to continue to be a part of
their lives and support them as they began to lead parishes of their
own.
cont. on page 21, column 3
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Joan A. Shelton
Professed in 1975, Ordained in 1977 (One Year After the Episcopal
Church Approved the Ordination of Women to the Priesthood)
From “Seabury Celebrates Service” and the Potomac Witness
Fellowship Members
On April 26, more than 300 people gathered at Washington National
Cathedral to recognize the contributions of 55 special people: the
honorees of Seabury Celebrates Service 2017. Joan was one of these
honorees, and this is the citation for her services on their website
(https://seaburyresources.wordpress.com/2017/05/01/seaburycelebrates-service-2017-honorees/):
The Reverend Joan A. Shelton celebrated the 40th anniversary
of her ordination in 2017. Joan was one of the first women
priests ordained shortly after the Episcopal Church approved
the ordination of women in 1976. It took her eight years before
she was able to find a full-time position as an Episcopal priest.
In her years of ministry, she has worked in parishes in Rhode
Island, upstate New York, and Maryland. In 1995 a changed
family situation enabled her finally to answer a call to mission in
Haiti, where she taught for two years in the Episcopal Seminary.
While in Haiti she made friends and sampled and tried to
enter a very different culture while traveling about as the first
woman priest licensed in that diocese. Her seminary students
are today leading parishes, battling the horrible poverty and
general challenges of Haiti, and helping direct the work of the
Diocese. Since leaving Haiti, Shelton has continued her support
of parishes in Torbeck and Mirebalais, Haiti. In 2012, Shelton
with her family returned to teach some of Torbeck’s children.
The Rev. Shelton was part of the affiliated clergy team of St.
Stephen and The Incarnation Episcopal Church in Washington,
DC and also a member of the pastoral care team of the parish.
If one were to ask Joan how what motivated her to answer a calling
to the Third Order (which was discerned in the same period of her
life as her call to the priesthood), she would explain that the life of
a tertiary was “countercultural.” She found Franciscan fellowship in
the various places where she served as a priest.
Joan was a faithful and dedicated participant in the Potomac Witness
Fellowship, serving as fellowship convener for several years. And
tertiaries up and down the East coast could count on her to be a
joyful presence at the Northeast Regional Convocation (NERC) each
year. One Potomac Witness Fellowship member recalls how Joan
had sensed it was time to simplify even her role in the Order. At
one of the NERC gatherings in recent years, as those assembled
were introducing themselves around the room with descriptions of
how they experienced Franciscan ministry, Joan exclaimed: “I am an
enjoyer!”
We, too, have enjoyed her presence and ministry among us.

Rest in Peace: Joan Shelton,
cont. from p.20
After she “retired,” Joan
moved
to
Washington,
DC
to
be
near
her
grandchildren, but with no
desire to ever really “retire.”
She joined St. Stephen
and the Incarnation and
there found another loving
community that embraced
her as she embraced them.
Joan continued to serve the
church there until her final
illness prevented it.
She also enjoyed life, in
particular her adored cats,
French food, and staying
current by reading the New
York Times every day. As
recently as 2017, she was
able to fulfill a lifelong desire
that combined many of her
greatest joys, travelling to
see the Ghent Altar Piece
with her daughter Alison
and granddaughter Sophia.
She is survived by her two
daughters,
Alison
and
Eleanor Shelton, and her
two grandchildren, Sophia
and Kenneth Hill.
A memorial service was
held Saturday, December
1, 2018 at St. Stephen and
the Incarnation Episcopal
Church in Washington, DC.

◊
“I am an enjoyer!”

Go to the archive to the Fall
2010 Franciscan Times,
where on page 21 you may
read an article by Joan
Shelton entitled “Haiti:
Finding Nourishment After
Disaster.”
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Robert J. Smith
1931-2018

The Long Island Fellowship
Bob was heavily invested in the Cursillo movement and was
a tertiary for nearly 33 years.

R

obert R.J. Smith [Bob] died on August 2, 2018. He was
predeceased by Jacqueline L., his wife of sixty-three years
and professed member of TSSF for decades. He was a proud
veteran of the U.S. Air Force and worked as an engineer at
the Grumman Naval Weapons Industrial Reserve plant in Calverton,
New York. Bob and Jacqueline were longtime fixtures at Little
Portion Friary, and he helped the brothers in many ways over the
years, including small renovation projects, shopping, and taxiing
people wherever they needed to go. For years, Bob made all the
cross-shaped headstones for the brothers to use in the cemetery.
Like many people, he was a friend of Brother Dunstan, SSF. He spent
years assisting with the train layouts for the train room (especially
all the intricate wiring involved). During the winter months, Brother
Dunstan would move indoors and switch his “creative gears” as
it were, from flowers to trains, and Bob could regularly be seen
working there with him. Pipe nearby, Bob would spend early
morning hours there before concluding his Monday ritual by going
out to lunch.
Bob was heavily invested in the Long Island Cursillo movement
and supported many aspects of the process, including sponsoring
people for the weekends and being present at many “closings.”
In addition to parish work, Cursillo involvement, friary projects,
and train room endeavors, Bob was very committed to the Long
Island Fellowship. He was professed on October 10, 1985, and was
a tertiary for nearly thirty-three years!
God rest his soul.

◊

Deadline for the Spring 2019 issue is March 1.
Send your submissions to: The Franciscan Times
R. John Brockmann jbrockma@udel.edu or
78 Mann Hill Road, Scituate, MA 02066

AND
Would you like to join the Times Editorial Staff?
Suggest articles & authors, proofread three issues a year--that’s it!
Contact R. John Brockmann jbrockma@udel.edu
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Poem/Prayer: “Lament for Refugees”
Alice Baird
I wrote this poem in 2012, and still they keep coming. According to the United Nations High
Commission on Refugees, there are currently more than 25 million refugees in the world
today, up by 10 million since this was written. For more information on the displacement of
people throughout the world, visit http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/figures-at-a-glance.html.

Lord, how quickly in disaster
we rally to those whose lives
in a moment have been consumed
by war or flood or cataclysmic grief,
whose spirits break beneath
the crush of unforeseen calamity—
this is when we remember

Lord, have mercy on these refugees from
hope,

do not neglect them in these No Man’s Lands of
misery.
Jolt us to remember their plight
long after the rush of on-the-scene relief
has stalled, for are we not ourselves
refugees from Eden, outcasts from home?

Your Power, our insignificance,
when we take guilty stock of our blessings
before returning to our coddled

O God, in our exile we are too richly blessed:

and complacent lives, while those who have lost

disturb our foolish satisfaction with our lives

homes and families and countries that they loved

and hear, in Your mercy, the disconsolate cries

now settle to a desperate life,

of refugees in every land, receive

seeing no future, abhorring their existence,

our prayers for those made homeless

yearning for a hallowed past,

by a vengeful fate, and in Your justice,

and plagued by unrelenting miseries—

accept our offering of gifts

no water, no privacy, no jobs,

that we have not deserved,

food that cannot fill their hungers

that You may lift the hopeless from distress.

or still their children’s cries,
the stench of each other, and
the troubled specters of their deep, communal
grief.

Lord, if our faith can move mountains,
let it move these refugee encampents

Their flimsy tents that now are home ward off

back to hell, from whence they came,

not rain nor cold nor fog of disease,

let it move these poor, abandoned peoples

nor muffle the clamorous anger

to havens for their families, places of hope,

rising from the camp, while nations game

and let our prayers move You to bring them

how to dispose these people

safely to justice, health, and lasting peace

who are unwanted anywhere.

in this world and the next.

23

◊

