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both good and evil; he mst now squint at the mirror or window of the N
manifested reality which has beeh made dark by his owm prollferatlon.- "He seés and
sees not; hears and hears not." - This too is'a part of his journey back to the
Garden:of Edén, the Promised Land. It is an acknowledgement 6f his situation as'lt
is, and an asking - crying out - with -lumility of heart, with the true passion of-
the soul, "What are the choices?" then making them w1th courage, knowing full well
that the result would be at best only a step in the journey, a "terrible good".
Undoubtedly, this too is a very real part of the Passion of the God~-man,  Jesus
Christ: that in his asking all men to follow him, they too would be led into the
fullness of the Passion, the "same cup". The real pain arnd the ultimate paradox is
that this is not actually an individualistic choice. Man - mankind - is a created
bodys created for the singular purpose of exercising dominion over the rest of
creation,: whose head is Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God. - '

What:is rlgh't,'P ‘What is wrong? What should I do? These are questlons of the
Passion, where the ultimate answer is to accept God through His Son, and to live
with your fellow man, to live with the result of your choices or no-choices. - Hidden
somewhere in the paradox to life together is a great truth, the image and likeness
of the Godhead. We can see however darkly that man was not to remain a child-
gardener, he was not to remain in an eternal sandbox. For, in his created destiny
he had a journey to make, a journey to make into the very life of the Godhead
through Jesus Chrlst as- one of His members - the :Tree of Llfe. S

Man's Journeylls now two-fold. He must accept the manifestation of his
own creation-and the rest of creation for which he has been given respon-
sibility. And man must accept the unmanifested life of which he too has been
"drawn". He - man - we-- are faced with choices that are absolute, and yet
are saved from being absolute; faced with the choice of "having” to be", and
at the sa same time, he knows in the very core of his being that this is only
fiction, ‘a shadow of his- real belng, an 1mage and 11keness he knows not, not
eVen hlS own -name, :

11T

"I am the Truth the nght and the Way." It is in the Passion that we, begin
to find. reallty, our: Lord Jesus Christ. And it is through the Passion we comé to
God. It is of 1little weonder that St Franc1s said, "The only thing I can know is
Chrlst and Hlm cru01fied." : C o

~Man - modern man, as.well as pr1ma1 man: the Adam - does not want to 11ve life
~as 1t :was created. He wants. another reality, another perfectlon hls reality and
his perfection. He wants to know all things good and evil, to be as God without
the responsibility of God. God took responsibility for HlS creation and sent His
only-begotten Son. . This other reality seems to be the real search of all too many
people.~ the occult, magic, strange mysticisms, not to mention the everyday ones of
social ‘stature, wealth, intellectualism, drug, sex, etc.’ This is true both in the
Church and outside it; for the Church is the outward and visible sign of the
Passion. In that other reallty all are illusions, 1dols and at the same time
shadows.of the true reality. "One of the great mysterles of the Passion is that
even in knowing the.illusions and shadows for what they are, not all of them can be

rat aside; but all of them can be offered, aIIOW1ng the Holy Sp1r1t to lead us into
all truth.‘ : v . .

Man s great problem'whlch results from hlS own created ab111ty to create
without the intrinsic knowledge of all things, creates something far dlfferent
even though similar than is there. And man bases his own Value on seeing himself
and his God in a "perfection" that man himself has created. We can see a strange
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Some of the toys will murt if used wrongly. Some will kill if used wrongly. Until
the children find a balance in their life together, chaos will reign - a real .
Nothing. The children must come to find love =~ love of self, love of others,
seeing differences, accepting uniqueness. For each has been created for a
particular purpose, similar but far from the same. Within this room the children
are happy, without fear, because they know that nothing is lost. "Abba," their
Daddy, will fix and heal that:which has been broken or killed - but in his good
time, for that too is a part of the learning process. The children continue to
play and learn under the watchful eye and correction -of Abba, soms times by a
loving gesture, some times by a strongly loving pat on the behind, and some times,
especially for the stronger-willed children, by allowing them to learn -the hard ..
way, by getting burnt. But Abba is always tliere looking on, waiting, and saying
by not saying: "When you have grown in stature and wisdom. you are to join ms. But
untll that time, you are st111 my son, my man-child." .

Yes, he is a lov1ng Father, tralnlng us to join him in his love and power,
each of us as he created each of us to be. And within the confines of the room
where we have been created, we are free to accept or.reject what is going on; and-
we will, in his time, have to face the responsibility of our choice. This is true
love and true justice combined. We are to join him as the Body of the only- )
begotten Son, who is the Head of this Body - a mystery yet to be revealed. When
he has determined that the time has come, he will send his Son to close time and
life as we now know it. In this final act he will also deal with his children who
did not want to be a part of the dance of 1life; or who-had wanted all other
children to dance their way. Like all children some will want to.continue to play
in the sandbox, taking no responsibility for themselves or for others. And there
are those children who think they are ready to accept the responsibility for every-
one. From these two sources spring all the evil and sin as we know it. This,
too, is 'a combination of the story found and first acted out in the’Garden of . Eden-
the Passion. : : :

In closing: there does come-as promlsed w1th the acceptance of the Passion,
with the acceptance of Christ - even though the moments may be rare - "a peace that
passes human.understandlng" -

But this peacetis of the Passion, given by the Holy Spirit as;he leads us
into the simplicity of life, the wisdom of life itself. For wisdom is the
ability to see and the ability to choose, to exercise dominion over, to .be a
part of creation as creature. This is.the final step in integrity for man,
and for the man who will not put aside his created destiny for the illusions
of reality. Yes, there is a peace in knowing that we no longer have to
pretend to be gods. We no longer have to be good, for "only God in heaven.

+ 1s good"; nor can we. We no longer have to bs rlght, for JeSus the Christ
'is the Truth, nor can we..

There is actually only ‘one ch01cp we have to make, with all others-: depending on
this primary choice: Life or Leath, Jesus Christ or a return to Nothing. Our

choice of the Tree of Life, Jesus Christ, justifies us for all time, as long as
we try however darkly or feebly to make th‘s choice primary in all of our acts.





