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CONVOCATION IN APRIL
- Now is the time to reglster.r

Whos: - All postulants, nov1cos and professed tertlaries are 1nvited.
When: Frlday evening, April 22, through Sunday noon, April 2L. B
Where: Mt. Sequoyah (Methodlst) Assenbly (conference center) Fayettcv1lle,Arkansas
Travel: By car, bus, or airline (Frontier A1r11nes ‘or Scheduled Skyways)
Train is not practlcal.
Program: Fellowship with your tertlary brothers ‘and 31sters.
" Br. Geoffrey, SSF, Minister General, will speak.
Accormodations: ' )
(A) $13.75 per. person, per day. 2.0r 3 persons to a room W1th bath.‘
(B)  $12.25...L" po 6 persons, sharing a bath.
-(C) $11.25...Multi-person room, bath in hall,
There will be a éredit of $2.35 1f the Sunday noon meal 1s not wanted.

Registrar: Mrs. John (Eunlce) Hamilton - (SOl) hh2-h087
Other local tertiaries: . ;
Mrs. Warren (Carolyn) Banks, llO9 Sunset Drlve, Fayebtev1lle‘3
Dr. Wray Wilkes, 319 Holly Street, Fayetteville .
' Please use’ the reelstratlon blank which is enclosed w1th this’ Newsletter. .

Enclosed with this mailing is a card for you...Please fill in the 1nformatlon
and return-the card promptly to.the Secretary. —_TIn Trinidad,’ ‘please contact E
Br. Dunstdn,”SSF.) If you have a question, write it at the bottom. However, the

most . important thlng is that we _hear from you. We are checking our mailing list,
calling the roll.

' NOTE FOR PROFESSED TERTIARIES

As soon-as p0551ble_- at least by March flrst - please send in nominations for
Chapter and Guardian. An ‘election must be held ‘this spring.:. Chapter members '
represent you as decisions are made. Meetlngs are held once a year, and there is.
money in the budget for transportation.. Between annual meetings, Chapter members
are called oh to vote by mail for novices requesting profession,  Nominhations are
also needed now for the office of Gaardlan. The Guardian plans and calls meetings
of the Chapter and Standing Committee. Please include the name of your nominee
for Guardian in your list of nominees for Chapter = in case someone else is
elected Guardian, and you want your person on Chapter, at least. Although you
may not have met tertlarles who do not live near you, from our past Newsletters
you should have some idea‘of those who have been active. Fach professed tertiary
has the right to nominate up to five professed brothers and 51sters. For full .
details, see our Provincial Statutes. : :

The nomination form 1s enclosed as the bottom half of the Convocatlon
registration sheet,
A PERSONAL LETTER
From Robert Goode

I have offered to write to you.. out of concern for my brothers and sisters, who
like myself are appalled by the agonies we are being asked to endure over the
question of women priests. In discussions with other Chapter members I have
pointed out that our problem is many-faceted. Scriptural authority, human
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sexuallty, the received pature of the Faith, Catholic concensus, etc. are ‘all
1nvolved, ‘Our brothers and sisters represent just about all the possible positions
in the Church and we continue to be a "mixed bag" as zn Order. This is a time for
heroic charity, communication, and a lot of time on our knees.

I still find as yet no reasonable and ‘viable alternative to the Episcopal
Church. There are already four splinter groups busily beating their own drums.
Most of them seem more concefneéd about appearances and rlght-WLng politins than
the Gospel. None of them has the earthy, warm, embracing qualities I have come. to
look for in a truly Catholic atmosphere. Some of them sound Jousenist,. and most of
them have rather exotically derived episcopates, to say-the least. The other
legitimate Catholic Communions all require an ass1milat10n of an ethnic tradition
foreign to me. Having grown up in Irish Boston, I can say this also applies in
some instances still to even ‘the Roman Catholic Church.

We also have to face the fact that dlscontented’prlests‘who feel they can
command the allegiance of 100 or: more persons are often very much aware that they
are llkely canoldates for the eplscopate of a,spllnter church._L o

If you feel stronoly enough this mlght be a good time to reread some of the
great heroes of the Oxford Movement. They operated in an, atmosphere far more '
hostile than the present one. In addition, the clergy at least faced the
possibility of civil penalties and 1mprlsonment as well as ecc re81ast1ca1 censure
and deprivation. Our religious orders themselves were bOrn into what seemed an
imrossible situation. And remember, our communion ‘enidured; over three hundred
years of prohibition of the religious life., Despite that, we still had our
Little Giddings and our Nicolas Ferrars. .

Those .of us who aré considered conservatlve (odd, ‘since I am a. coc1a115t and
love the new. Prayer Book') must -ask ourselves how inportant the Franolscan life is.
Tt is preclsely that kind. of life born in thé spirit of the Passion and.Franciscan
penance which may be the means of our healing. Do not abandon it 11ghtly

It is true that I cannot say, as I once could, that I will live and dis a
priest of this Church, though I may die trying. We Francisczas have teen very
adaptable and undaunted. After all, did we rot go to the tents of the. Sulten
himself? Share your agony with me, or the Guardian, or another Chapter member. I
even invite ‘you to call me collect at - (219) 533-3830 if talklng will help.

Iet ‘me also express to those of you who are concerned, my own feellngs of
confidence in the Chapter and its sense of fraternity and charity. . At least in
the Thlrd Order, nobody is steamrolllng anybody else.

Those of ‘you who read this who' do not find any obJectlon in what is g01no on
should bear in mind that the problem is real and dangerous. These are my own
personal feelings and opinions, . and don’t represent those of any OfflClal factlon.

Every strength and grace of our Franclscan tralning 1s called for in this
difficult period. Let us not be found wanting.

With respect and love to all my Franciscan brothers and Sisters,

: © o Gooch+
: 4?(The Rev. Robert Goode)
Assistant Chaplain
o Member of Chapter -
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NEW BURSAR

As of February 1, 1977 we have a new Bursar for the Third Order. Please send your
checks, made out to Third Order, Soc1ety of St. Franc1s to: '

Mr. Rlchard thlfeld

~ Suite 1342

© . Fidelity Bank
Philadelphia, PA 19109

THE DAY OF PENTTENCE

One of the earliest names for the Th1rd Order was "An Order of Penitents".
What does this mean° .

- As P@nltents, we must be seeking to turn to God and away from all that is
against his will. We must do this primarily in our own hearts and minds.
Repentance, metanoia, means a change of mind, and we need to be continually
transformed by God so that .we know him clearly and see things his way. OSaint
Paul's words may come to be true of us: "We have the mind of Christ.™

- We are to be Penltents in our own 31tuat10n, by our attitudes and our whole
way of life, helping those around us to turn to God and away from evil. As St.
Francis humbly enbraced the leper, so we -must seek in humility to share in the
suffering of our own time. The love of God must inflame our hearts,-so that in
life and prayer, God's redeemlng.power—may‘penetfaﬁe “evil and overcome it.

‘The Day of Penitence is kept in the European Prov1nce on the Friday before
Palm Sunday, but a different date may seem appropriate in other provinces. The
Day was first kept with special concern for the needs of the unemployed during the
depression of the 1930's; now it must -be informed by the experlences and insights
of our members around the world. : : .

A leaflet of thoughts and prayers for PEnltence will be produced’ each year for
use on the Day of Penitence and at other times; this should help us to express our
merbership together in an Order of Penitents.

(This article appeared as an Appendix to the Minutes of the Third Order Inter-
provincial Chapter of November 1976, and was written by the Rev, John Betton,
Guardian of the Third Order, European Prov1nce.)

FEIJOWSHIPS

Our life as an Order is expressed in our Fellowshlps, where as brothers and
sisters in Christ and Saint Francis we study; work and WOrshlp together. Please
send Fellowshlp news. to Marie Webner, so that your experience in commnity may be
shared by all members of the Third Order.

Retreats Our tertiary commitment motivates many fellowships to‘sponsor quiet days
or retreats. . Members of the New Umbrian Fellowship of San’ Franclsco
were in retreat at Bishop's Ranch in November; and Br. Mark Francis was the. retreat
conductor in lexington in early December. TIn Spokane tertiaries sponsored a Quiet
Day iu December, with associates and members of other religious orders. A Preaching
Mission featuring Br. Michael, SSF, was sponsored in November by Christ Church,
Fitchburg, Massachysetts, and provided an occasion of enrichment for the New
England Fellowship. Coming up this spring: a Quiet Day planned by the Chicago
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By offlclal VOte of Chapter, 'We 'concur w1th the ratlflcatlon of the S. S F.-
Constltutlon (international). . It can now become part.of" our official:documents,’

'We have had ‘inquiries from two Lutherans who are interested in ‘bBecoming part
'fof the Thlrd Order.- Prellmlnary approval has been granted by our Blshop Protector.

A number of tertlarles are wrestllng with the problem created by the dec1s1on
of General Convention. Robert Goode, Assistant Chaplain, has been in touch with
several of them, and has a keen perception of the overall situation.

PERSONAL mws :

. we rajoice in the profe551ons of the fOIIOW1ng
' ‘Pat Mahon - October 1L
'The Rev. Jeremiah Williams - October h
Carollne Moran - Jamuary 6
The Rev, Robert Brandt took part in a productlon of "A Man: for All Seasons“

in Jamary at St. Ann's Church in Sayville, New York, and his picture appeared with
others in a local newspaper.

Wayne Conboy, of Ontarlo, is now trying his vocatlon w1th the SOC1ety of St.
John the Evangelist in Bracebridge, Canada. However, he still welcomes news. of-
. our’ Third: Order. Mrs. Ward (Lee) Malloy has moved with her husband and family to
»-Kael Wlscon51n, and will be missed as former Co-Convenor of her area's fellowshlp.

Joseph McCoy, of Memphis, Tennessee, reported that the St. Joan of Arc
Fraternity of the Roman Catholic Third Order of St. Francis, in which he took an
active part, has had to disband because they were unable to find a spiritual -

.- director.. Fr, David Burt is leaving the Rectorship of the Church in Clinton, Q“
- Mass. and asks for prayers as he and his family ask God for a new direction and

a new call to ministry. His home address continues to be: Partridge Hill Road,
. Harvard, Mass. O1L451. a g wo ' S o

LIBRARY

So mach material has come in, with more expected, that the new listing of
books will have to be included in the next mailing, along with mention of some of
that other material. Meanwhile, we can mention the following, which are available
through our Librarian, Mrs. Lawrence Mahon (Pat), 1990 S.E. Mulberry Aveme,
Portland, OR 9721L. (In fact, she has recently had serious surgery, and her husband
has graciously agreed to "hold the fort" until she can take over again. Please
remember Pat in your prayers.) The Little Brothers of St. Francis, Mission Hill,
Mass. sent a broclure and their first Newsletter, Jamuary 1977. Hat Rock Valley
Retreat Center Message No. 22 from Father Liebler and Companions dated December
1976, includes the news: "No new pastor having appeared on the horizon, Father
Liebler is carrying on." National Franciscans Communications Conference News-
letter, Winter 1976 mentions tips for news releases, among other things. Prayers
are requested for Fr, Roy Gasnick, President, who recently suffered a heart attack,
"Good News from Naramata Centre™ in British Columbla (Nov. 1976) sketched activities
planned for summer 1977 with a variety of educational opportunities. The Society

of St. Francis and CLUSTER staff have a brochure describing the project which
our SSF novices are working with in Yonkers, New York.




Third Order, Society of St. Francis ' SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR

Some people have asked, '"What is a Spiritual Director?" The following
definitions were published by The Bishop's Prayer Commission, Diocese of
California. The third category, Spiritual Guide, is the sort of person we mean
by Splrltual Director (rather than the other two types). : :

Splrltual Companion - The key concept of -a - spiritual companion is sharing. The
C spiritual companion shares his.or her own spiritual pilgrim-
.age while hearing the story of others. Successes, failures, frustrations, puzzle-
ments, and feelings are exchanged. Adv1ce may be glven and received. Encouragement
and understanding are offered. . ~

Spiritual Teacher - Knowledge. The key concept of a spiritual teacher is the
imparting of knowledge. The spiritual teacher is knowledgeable
in one or more of the following areas: ascetical theology, prayer techniques,
devotional literature, writings of, great mystics, lives of the saints, traditional
and modern Christian devotional techniques, non-Christian devotional techniques
which may be used in a Christian framework, theology of prayer, a variety of
psychological schools and techniques which relate to prayer. Spiritual teachers
may or may not be on their own spiritual pilgrimages, but they must be able to
~ teach effectively one or more of these subjects to individuals or to groups. They
may or may not choose to share their own pilgrimages.

SPIRITUAL GUIDE - DIRECTION. The key concept of a spiritual guide is individual

direction.. Spiritual:guides have at least some knowledge in all
of the areas detailed under spiritual teacher, and they apply this knowledge to
the "formation" of the souls they guide. Spiritual guides should be on their own
pilgrimages and under guidance themselves. - They must have a relative—lack of ego-
involvement and be able to guide others on paths and in techniques which are not
part of their own pilgrimages. When appropriate, they share their own insights
and experiences. They may or may not be confessors to the persons they guide.
Their basic approach is to meet regularly with the persons they are guiding, in
order to hear accounts of spiritual discipline and progress, and to make additions,
deletions, and adjustments in the rule of life which those persons under direction
have assumed. Spiritual guides may function as consultants, giving advice and
discussion suggestions with the persons they are guiding. By agreement, they may
have authority over the persons they guide.









